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Abstract

Humans’ individual and social identity in history and society gradually changes over time.
Of course, this change does not have a specific rhythm and movement. Nevertheless, it is
clear that some elements and components of the old identity give way to new elements, and
thus, human identity is always reconstructed and revised. However, there are certain times
in human history when the movement and rhythm of changes accelerate. That is, the scope
of changes in individual and collective identity becomes deep, wide, and meaningful. The
author calls these special times “periodic rotation”. The problem of this article is to evaluate
the relationship between Iranian identity and the rotation of eras in history. To answer this
problem, the author uses the desctiptive-analytical method based on the mactro-historical/
historical sociology approach. Finally, the article concludes that there have been three turning
points in the history of Iran: First, the process of solidarity and cohesion of scattered
indigenous peoples, invaders, and immigrants in the form of the ancient civilization of Iran
is based on Iranshahr, which is not the subject of this article. Secondly, it is a process that
started with the fall of the Sassanids and continued until the consolidation of the Samanids’
rule, and third, it is a process that started with the wars between Iran and Russia and continues
until now. In both eras, a great historical break and identity-civilizational changes took place,
and a new path began. The natural consequence of these changes was the emergence of an
identity crisis. Now, the profound effects of all three eras on the current identity of Iranians
are visible and permanent.
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Introduction

What is the rotation of eras? What is the relationship between the rotation and
Iranian identity? What elements have become the main components of Iranian
identity during the revolutions? How does the resulting instability and identity
crisis end after each cyclical turn?

This article tries to explain the process and mechanisms of replacement and
fundamental changes in the main components of Iranian identity-especially the
introduction of Islam and modernity-based on a seties of concepts and ideas,
including the concept of ““ “Cyclical Turn” and reveal the secret of instability
and the current crisis of Iranian identity. This is the work that has not been
done so far, and it is the difference between this research and previous research.

Methodology

It should be noted that the method of such a study is not micro-history or
detailed approaches (historian), but macro-historical approaches/historical
sociology. Identity is a historical matter and a situational phenomenon, in any
historical period, elements of it may be replaced by other elements. Therefore,
it is not easy to deeply understand the historical identity of Iranians due to the
complexities and historical ups and downs of this land. Because it requires
an understanding of the cycles of time, historical ruptures, and civilizational
evolution (trying to build a new civilization). Erasing is the process of historical
transition of a society/civilization from one stage to another (or from one
historical era to another). The cyclical rotation includes several stages: 1- the
occurrence of the cyclical event; 2- historical break; 3- the Occurrence of a
period of chaos, instability, and crisis; 4- Identity transformation is a civilization
that continues until reaching the stage of relative peace and stability. The
historical era is bigger than historical periods. Each period consists of several
periods. Cyclic rotations begin after a big and epoch-making event. Of course,
era-making events are among the destructive events in history, but they are
not necessarily the most destructive. For example, the Mongols’ attack on Iran
was far more destructive than Russia’s wars with Iran. However, the invasion
of the Mongols cannot be considered an era-making event, while the Russian
wars are an era-making event for Iranians. In addition to the destruction and
failure, epoch-making events are long-term historical processes that leave huge
civilizational and social consequences. Era-making events are usually associated
with wars and revolutions and lead to the defeat of established power, not
necessarily its destruction. It is after this failure that the historical rupture,
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civilizational transformation, and identity change begin. Because this failure
occurs in a situation, where the established civilization has lost its vitality,
productivity, and reliability and has failed against powerful invaders.

Result and Discussion

In the process of cyclical rotation, an important part of the identity elements of
defeated peoples/nations are marginalized and even gradually destroyed. But
another part of them are saved from destruction due to the various connections
and relationships they establish with other parts of the victorious civilization
and are reproduced according to the new requirements As a result, new norms,
values, attitudes, concepts, knowledge, technologies and orders emerge, which
are formed from the dialectic of the past with the new. In addition, at the level
of material life, structures, systems, institutions, knowledge, and technologies,
proportional and corresponding changes also occur. This complex process
is associated with identity transformation, which leads to a new definition of
identity. After that, an identity crisis occurs, which continues until reaching the
stage of stability.

Therefore, an identity crisis means living in fear, despair, and ambiguity. In
this situation, a person is left alone, neither has a guide, nor does he know his
situation, because one of the consequences is the phenomenon of selflessness
and alienation. In such a situation, the previous answers to the questions of
who and what we are are no longer effective, and the new answers have not yet
been widely accepted. The second epochal turn began with the invasion of the
Muslim Arabs and the overthrow of the Sassanid government and continued
until the emergence of the renaissance period of Iranian civilization during
the Samanid period. Since the long wars with Russia, Iranians have faced a
new civilizational challenge known as modernity, the effects of which were
horrifying and far more extensive than the Arab invasion. As the country
experienced two revolutions (constitutional and Islamic revolution), the collapse
of two governments (Qajar and Pahlavi), the emergence of numerous political
movements, the emergence of various intellectual currents, land reforms, the
settlement of nomads, the emergence of a new middle class, and the eight-
year war. Great turns in politics and foreign relations and the like were faced,
all of which were part of our activism in facing the turbulent atmosphere of
modernity to find identity. Thus, Iran was in two completely different situations
in the second and third revolutions.
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Conclusions

If we want to plan the complex process of turning in the history of Iranin a
way that can explain the fundamental changes in Iranian identity, we can suggest
the following chain: Cyclic rotation: initial stability-occurrence of epoch-
making event-failure of established political system-beginning of historical
ruptute-instability/ ctisis-transition from crisis-return of stability. The petiod of
instability begins after an era-making event, which is the failure or weakening of
the established political system. This time is the beginning of a process thatleads
to a historical rupture. After that, a critical situation emerges, during which all
elements of identity are disorganized, incoherent, and uncoordinated. Because
the direction of movement of a society/civilization, the basis of knowledge
and understanding, as well as the basis of its social relations, changes. The
critical situation continues with intensity and weakness until the full realization
of the rotation and reaching stability. This was experienced both with the arrival
of Islam and with the arrival of modernity in Iran. Achieving stability is a time-
consuming and stressful process. For this reason, some Iranian thinkers have
called the crisis period a transition period. The three components of Iranian
identity, i.e., Iran, Islam, and modernity, are living, effervescent, and flowing
elements, and due to their dynamics, they constantly influence and moderate
each other.
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Abstract

Soviet party diplomacy in Iran was considered part of Iran-Soviet Union relations between
1941 and 1948. Party diplomacy was designated as an influential advantage considering the
Iranian government’s weakness in achieving the Soviet Union’s goals with less negative public
reactions. This research responding to the question, found that the Soviet Union incorporated
communism as the ideology through its party men to achieve its interests in Iran. The
organization of party members within the Communist Party of Iran and consequently the Tudeh
Party of Iran proved that the Soviet Union Communist Party intended to pursue its interests
by filling the gaps during uneasy diplomatic relations between Iran and the Soviet Union. The
Azerbaijani Democratic Party suffered defeat due to a lack of necessary public support and a
change of tone by the Soviet Union regarding the international system. Control over rotated
cabinets and leveraging influence on the government by a coalition of “progressive” forces,
created by the Tudeh Party, was the long-term goal of Soviet party diplomacy in Iran. Officially
banned from action, the Tudeh Party of Iran staged demonstrations and other street tactics
to embody itself as a still viable political force in Iran. The current research analysis shows the
Soviet Union was partly successful in planting the Tudeh Party to achieve relative influence on
consecutive cabinets. Instead, it was not successful to establish patterns of long-term party
diplomacy in Iran. Ghavam’s premiership proved the faultlines of Soviet party diplomacy as
the Iranian prime minister embarked upon improving official diplomacy with the Soviet Union.
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Introduction

Soviet Union Party diplomacy in Iran during World War II is a chapter in the
two states’ relations that focuses on the role of the Tudeh Party of Iran as the
Soviet agent and its relations with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
The Soviets, considering the negative public reactions in Iran regarding Tsarist
Russia, decided to proceed with its interests, which were imperialistic interests
through local agents. The agents of the Soviet Union in the Tudeh Party were
tasked to incorporate the nationalistic spirit of the people against British forces
and mobilized the militias in the government, universities, and schools, and even
in the army to confront any American and British influence to have control over
the constantly changing political dynamics of Iran. Tudeh party, along with the
Soviet agents, benefited from twenty years of Soviet cooperation with Iranian
communists with the Firgha Edalat and the Communist Party of Iran. This
research shed light on the history of cooperation among Iranian communists
and the Workers’ Social Democratic Party of Russia, and later on the Bolsheviks.
The party diplomacy of the Soviet Union pursued the Soviet interests in Iran
in the absence of effective official diplomacy with the then-government of
Iran. The party diplomacy was implemented through intermediaries such
as the Communist Party of Iran and the Tudeh Party of Iran. These agents
were financed, trained, and organized as an Iranian political faction within the
political sphere of Iran. While they pursued their party interest in parallel with
other political parties, they were instructed by Soviet Communist Party agents
to proceed with political purposes that favored the Soviets in Iran. These party
agents were successful in organizing these communist political entities to the
extent that they could broadly admit as many young generations from different
social classes. This momentum provided Soviet party diplomacy in Iran with
an effective tool that distinguished it from the force-based Tsar diplomacy
of Russia. Public opposition to the Russians and negative images of the
past encouraged the soviets to incorporate the indirect influences of parties,
which mostly proclaimed freedom of the masses and opposition to British
imperialism.

Materials and Methods

This research incorporates imperialism theories as its theoretical background
within a comparative perspective. The Soviet imperialistic interest in Iran is
assessed through a careful understanding of the Soviet Union’s needs and
priorities. The definition of democratic centrality and the role of Stalinist



Journal of History of Iran,Vol 18, No I, Sprig and Summer 2025 / 80

Soviet apparatus in solidifying this concept among communist party agents
in other states and the development of Communist International based on
Leninist ideas allows us a better understanding of Tudeh party agents regarding
Soviet Union influence in its periphery. The three steps of the communist party
establishment and organization will depict the formulation of the relations
between Communists and the Soviets. The establishment of the Tudeh Party
of Iran was a climax in which the Soviets progressed well to teach, organize,
and benefit from a non-official diplomacy through party ranks and within the
government and the majlis.

The ups and downs of Soviet party diplomacy in Iran are scrutinized in the
following episodes: 1. Soviet occupation of Iran, Azerbaijan 2. Tudeh party
coalition of progressive elements in the fourteenth convocation of the
patliament, and 3. Ghavam’s stagnation policy.

Through the Soviet occupation of Iran’s Azerbaijan province, the communist
party agents of Azerbaijan encouraged Stalin to initiate supporting local agents
in Iran’s Azerbaijan province, who were members of the Tudeh party. Soviet
officials, watching the success of party diplomacy in the establishment of a
network of political agents, rushed to convince the Tudeh party to share its
capabilities in the civil and military aspects, which the Tudeh party achieved
during many years by penetrating civil and military apparatuses. Soviet party
diplomacy was to some extent successful by supporting party elements during
the fourteenth convocation of Majlis Shura which some of whom were
elected as MPs. The fraction of the Tudeh party was able to paralyze rotated
government’s decisions and proposed bills.

Ghavam was the only prime minister who embarked on negotiations with
Soviet officials resulting in an effective official diplomacy between Iran and
the Soviet Union. Reviving official channels, the Soviet Party diplomacy was
shadowed by prompt exchanges between the two states and the designation of
Soviet ambassador to Tehran.

Result and Discussion

The Tudeh Party of Iran acted as an assistant to the Soviet party diplomacy
for seven years. The Soviet party diplomacy, considering the occupation of
Iran during the war and the public negative perspective on its presence and
the Tsarist Russian occupation of the north of Iran, acted vigilantly. The
Tudeh agents were partly successful in the Majlis due to the resistance of all
progressive forces against the British-backed faction of old conservatism led
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by Seyed Zia Tabatabaei. Mossadegh and independent members of parliament
empowered the anti-British campaign in the Majlis, which resulted in a wave
of no-confidence votes and a discredited government that partly benefited the
Soviet Union. The Soviets pressured the Tudeh party to oppose any prime
minister and his cabinet, which was, not intend to bow to their interests.

The Tudeh party of Iran was not successful in convincing the Majlis and
the government to grant the Soviets oil concessions in the Iranian Northern
provinces. This is partly due to Ghavam’s stagnation policy, which at the
same time negotiated with Stalin and Molotov a plan to end the occupation
instead of the promised oil concessions. Ghavam also accepted three Tudeh
party members in his cabinet for Soviet appeasement. The stagnation policy of
Ghavam fruited as the Soviets stepped to slow down their party diplomacy in an
apparent redirection of their policy toward a warmer approach to government
and the Shah of Iran. The party diplomacy of the Soviet Union is considered
an instrument of that state to achieve its imperialistic interests through an
indirect way by Iranian Communist agents.

This research, through the study of many accessible sources that were already
discussed by researchers, opened a new discussion over the rationale of the
Soviet Union’s reliance on communist elements in Iran. Using the concepts
of party diplomacy, comprehensively explains twenty years of Soviet-Iranian
interactions. On how the Iranian communist elements matured from a
workers’ organized entity in the Caucasus to communist parties as effective and
influential elements during the most turbulent years of Iranian politics between
the two world wars. This theme may open new discussions on different forms
of diplomatic presence of foreign powers in the Pahlavi era of Iran.

Soviet indirect imperialism necessitated incorporating loyal communist
elements, which was achieved through educating Iranian students in Europe,
mostly Germany, dissidents to Reza Shah’s dictatorial politics. These students
were contacted by Soviet elements in France and Germany to work and admit
more students to their organizations. Later on, the communists among students
joined the Caucasus members of the Edalat organization and established the
Communist Party of Iran.

Tudeh’s party was enriched by these mature elements, which were supported
and financed by the soviet embassy in Tehran. Party politics of the Soviet
Union allowed it to conduct its foreign policy through indirect channels, with
the possibility of more success as the Soviet Union was occupied with official
war diplomacy. Even after Tudeh’s party was dissolved. Its student and officers’
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organization organized street protests and outlet propaganda favored Soviet
and party politics.

Conclusions

This research provides a fresh perspective on Soviet-Iran relations based on the
party diplomacy of the Soviet Union in Iran. The Soviet Union incorporated
the Third International Communist in Europe to attract Iranian students
who opposed Reza Shah’s dictatorship and organized them with the workers’
apparatus of the Caucasus within a communist organization. The European
political arm of the Soviets enabled the organization of Iranian communists
and consequently led formation of a party, which was an instrumental tool for
Soviet policy in Iran. The Tudeh Party of Iran and its affiliated organizations
balanced the Iranian government’s broadening relations with the United States
and challenged state approaches toward the latter.

This research concludes that the Tudeh party achieved some of its goals to
prevent governments from taking hostile approaches toward Soviet masters. It
was unable to change the course of action in favor of the Soviet Union. Partly
due to mistakes of the Tudeh party, especially regarding the Firgha Democrat,
and for its role played in negotiation on north of Iran oil concessions.

In Conclusion, when the Soviets achieved higher confidence in dealing with
the royal court and the government in Iran, party diplomacy was shadowed by
official diplomacy in Iran.
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