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Abstract

“Chalderan”, whose name in the history of Iran is associated with the renowned battle between
the Safavids and the Ottomans in this region in 920 AH/1514 CE, was considered part of
the province of Azerbaijan during the Safavid era and administratively subordinate to Coy.
Before the Battle of Chalderan, this region was not at the center of historical developments;
however, with the occurrence of the aforementioned battle, its name came into prominence.
The present article seeks, through a historical-comparative approach, to analyze the frequency
of this region’s name in the maps drawn by European cartographers. Contemplated the
geographical image of Iran during the Safavid Era. Based on European maps, this name
appeared for a specific petiod of time-namely, from the mid-10th/16th century to the mid-
11th/17th century-in European depictions of Iran, and after a while it disappeared from the
maps. Therefore, the specific research question of the article is: due to which factors did the
name “Chalderan” emerge during the aforementioned period and subsequently disappear?
The findings of the research indicate that the representation and omission of “Chalderan” in
European cartography reflected the contingent geopolitical significance of historical events
rather than the natural realities of the region in question. More specifically, the renown of the
Battle of Chalderan was the primary factor behind the appearance of this toponym on maps,
and with the gradual stabilization of Safavid-Ottoman relations and the decline of military
tensions, the name was progressively forgotten in cartographic records. This process reveals
the profound gap between local realities and external representations in European cartography.

Keywotds: Chalderan, Iran, Safavids, Ottoman, European Cartography.
Citation: Mollazaei, Yaser, and Fatemeh Faridi Majid. 2025. From Emergence to Oblivion: The Fate of the Name

“Chalderan” in European Cartography of Safavid Iran, Journal of History of Iran, Autumn and Winter, Vol 18, No 2,
PP 261-290.

Copyright:©2025 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under
the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



https://doi.org/10.48308/irhj.2025.240708.1437
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9344-7562
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8480-0707

Journal of History of Iran,Vol 18, No 2,Autumn and Winter 2025 / 262

Introduction

With the emergence of the Safavid dynasty, a new chapter was opened in
Iran’s geopolitical interactions and international relations. In this context,
Iran’s relations with the Ottoman Empire, as its most powerful western
neighbor, attracted particular attention from European powers for strategic
reasons. The persistent rivalry and conflict between Europe and the
Ottoman Empire, coupled with diplomatic efforts to establish an alliance
with Iran, provided the principal motivation for Europeans to collect precise
geographical data-particularly concerning the border regions of western Iran
and eastern Anatolia. European cartographers primarily focused on recording
the western regions of Iran with greater accuracy on two grounds: first, the
existence of significant overland routes in the western part of the country,
which connected the southern maritime routes-the principal thoroughfare
for travelers, merchants, and diplomatic envoys-to Iran. These travelers,
who played a key role in transmitting geographical information to European
cartographers, primarily provided more precise descriptions and depictions
of these regions through direct observation. Second, given the Ottomans’
recurrent military engagements on their western fronts with European
states, European cartographers closely monitored the developments along
Iran’s western borders and the Safavid-Ottoman military-political conflicts,
continuously reflecting the resulting changes in their maps.

Accordingly, the maps of Iran produced by European cartographers-
particularly those depicting its western regions-became a fundamental source
for understanding how political, military, and geographical developments in
Iran and the Ottoman Empire were monitored from a European perspective.
Within this context, the region of “Chalderan,” as the site of one of the most
significant military confrontations between the Safavid and Ottoman polities,
attained a prominent position in European cartography. An examination of
European maps from the Safavid period reveals that the name of this region
emerged within a specific timeframe-from the mid-10th/16th century to
the mid-11th/17th century-before gradually disappearing from cartographic
records. In this regard, the focus of the article is to investigate the factors
behind the rise and subsequent disappearance of the name “Chalderan” in
European cartography. The central question of the study is: due to which
factors did the name “Chalderan” first appear and then gradually vanish from
European maps?
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Materials and Methods

This study employs a historical-comparative research method. According
to this approach, in the first step, the authors selectively chose seven
European maps in which the emergence and subsequent disappearance of
the name “Chalderan” is particularly prominent. They then provided, in the
chronological order of the maps’ publication, a description of Chaldiran’s
spatial relationship with its surrounding regions. Concurrently with this
chronological description, direct and indirect historical events related to the
Chaldiran region were extracted from contemporary Safavid historiographical
sources. As aresult, the primary factors behind the emergence, persistence, and
subsequent disappearance of the name “Chalderan” in European cartography
were identified. To elucidate this issue, the authors, at the beginning of the
article, present preliminary discussions on the current geographical position
of Chaldiran based on modern maps and geographical information,
followed by an examination of its historical geography during the period
under study-that is, the Safavid era-drawing on historical, geographical, and
administrative writings. This provides the necessary context for addressing
the place of Chaldiran in European cartography. The final section is divided
into two related headings: the first addresses the emergence of the name
“Chalderan” on maps, and the second examines its decline and disappearance
from cartography. In each section, data extracted from the maps are analyzed
in relation to historical events. The data collection method of the study is
library-based, relying on maps as well as historiographical and geographical
writings.

Result and Discussion

The study of European maps of Iran during the Safavid period, from 16 to the
18th century, reveals that the name “Chalderan” first appeared in European
cartography in the second half of the 16th century, and before that, there
had been no direct reference to this region. An examination of the maps
by Gastaldi (1548) and Ruscelli (1561) demonstrates that, although various
regions such as Tabriz, Khoy, and Lake Van were marked in northwestern
Iran, the name “Chalderan” was absent. The name “Chalderan” appeared for
the first time in Abraham Ortelius’s map of Iran (1570), where it was placed
in northwestern Iran, adjacent to the Ottoman borders. Two notable features
accompanied this designation: the addition of the suffix “Campus” and its
visual emphasis relative to the surrounding areas. These elements reflect the
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military significance of the region and its role as the battlefield between the
Safavids and the Ottomans in the perception of European cartographers.
The process of recording and emphasizing the name “Chalderan” continued
in subsequent maps, such as John Speed’s map (1626) and even Nicolaes
Visscher’s world map (1652). However, after the mid-seventeenth century,
this name ceased to appear in European cartography. The emergence of
“Chaldiran” in maps was directly linked to the renowned Battle of Chaldiran
(1514), and its role as the site of confrontation between the Safavids and the
Ottomans compelled cartographers to record it. Other military and political
developments between the Safavids and the Ottomans-such as the Ottoman
invasions of Tabriz and the treaties of Amasya and Zahab-were significant,
yet they did not reproduce the same level of importance for the Chaldiran
region. Instead, this area primarily functioned as a passageway for Safavid and
Ottoman political and military forces.

After the mid-seventeenth century, shifts in political relations, the
consolidation of borders, and the reduction of military conflicts led to a
decline in the military and political significance of Chalderan, resulting in
its omission from European maps. Examples such as the maps of Adam
Olearius (1656) and Guillaume Delisle (1724) illustrate the disappearance of
the name “Chalderan,” although surrounding areas such as Khoy-of which
Chalderan was a district-continued to appear. This disappearance was not
due to cartographers’ lack of knowledge, but rather to changing centers of
geopolitical attention and the temporal distance from the prominent historical
event associated with the region, namely the Battle of Chaldiran.

An analysis of this process reveals that the inclusion or omission of
geographical names in European maps was often closely tied to political and
military developments, with the significance of placesin collective memoryand
cartography being shaped by major historical events. The name “Chalderan”
is a striking example of toponyms associated with military events, which
gradually disappeared from maps once the significance of the event declined.
Likewise, certain natural and military occurrences-such as the severe cold in
the vicinity of Chalderan in 1604 and the defeat of Ottoman forces-though
they temporarily enhanced the geographical importance of the region, failed
to secure its lasting presence in European cartography. Thus, the case study
of “Chalderan” demonstrates that European cartography was shaped by the
complex interplay of politics, collective memory, and spatial significance,
with changes in the cartographic status of a place reflecting shifts in its
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political and military importance. This process offers a generalizable example
of how geopolitical transformations in a given region influenced European
mapmaking and gradually redirected historical-geographical attention to other
locations. It also reveals that places acquire or lose identity and significance
not only based on natural realities, but equally through historical and military
events, which determine whether they are remembered or forgotten.

Conclusions

The Battle of Chalderan between the Safavids and the Ottomans marked
a turning point in Iran’s political and military history, solidifying the name
“Chalderan” in the memory of Iranian historians and geographers, while
also paving the way for its inclusion in European cartography. Although
this designation appeared in European maps more than five decades after
the battle, it clearly reflected the strategic and military significance of the
region. The name “Chalderan” continued to appear in maps specifically of
Iran, as well as in some Asian and world maps, until the mid-seventeenth
century, after which it gradually disappeared. This trend indicates that
the appearance and disappearance of a name on European maps did not
necessarily correspond to its actual significance within the country; in the
case of “Chalderan,” reduced European contact with the region and shifting
geopolitical priorities-including key routes and communication pathways-led
to its omission from maps. This example illustrates the disjunction between
local realities and their external representation in historical cartography,
highlighting the influence of political, economic, and communication factors
on the depiction of geography. Examining this process not only enriches the
local history of Iran but also contributes to understanding the mechanisms of
geographical knowledge production and the role of power within the field of
the history of science in the West. It is recommended that future studies focus
on systematically comparing European maps with Iranian indigenous sources
to critically reassess how historical events were reflected in cartography and
how this influenced political geography, thereby revealing the hidden layers
of this process more fully.
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