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Abstract

The loss of national pride of the Iranians since the beginning of the Qajar era as
a result of numerous defeats at the hands of Russia and England, and the chaotic
consequences of economic and political relations with them, provided the necessary
intellectual basis for intellectuals to find the causes of weakness. Among the factors that
some pre-constitutional intellectuals focused on in this area was ancient nationalism.
Although during the constitutional era, the dominant form of nationalism took on
an anti-authoritarian and anti-colonial face, and its antiquarian approach became less
important than before, attention to it matured again with the end of the First World
War. With the rise to power of Pahlavi I, archaic nationalism became one of the main
ideologies of nation-building for government officials. The development of Kasravi’s
ideas took place at such a time. The present study tries to answer this question by using
historical method and analytical descriptive approach: what was Kasravi’s attitude
towards promoting the discourse of archaic nationalism as a thinker? The results of
the research show that although Kasravi was interested in the history of ancient Iran,
he opposed some of the extreme components of the antiquarians and considered
their promotion as one of the factors weakening national unity.
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Introduction

The formation and promotion of the discourse of archaic nationalism in Iran
1s a phenomenon that emerged in the cultural, social, and political spheres from
the middle of the Nasrid dynasty to the end of the Pahlavi dynasty, influenced
by the ideas of Western philosophers. This discourse occupied the minds of
many intellectuals and politicians for several decades. It should be noted that
many of the themes of archaism are not the product of the new era and that
there was an Islamic era in Iran’s history. In this regard, Fereydoun Adamiyat
believes that the attention to antiquarianism has its roots in the history of Iran,
and 1n a way, it became concrete with the expansion of the nationalist spirit of

this era.

Kasravi’s ideas were developed in the age of nationalism and its various forms;
however, his thoughts on nationalism and antiquarianism were his own. Based
on this, antiquarian nationalism 1 his thoughts was not extreme and racist,
contrary to the trend of the time. He believed in the unity of Iranians and the
elimination of the factors of difference in the direction of the unity of Iranians.

Methodology

Since researchers have neglected Kasravi’s approach to the trend of archaic
nationalism 1n his time, the present research attempts to answer the question
of Kasravi’s approach in relation to the promotion of the discourse of archaic
nationalism 1n the first Pahlavi period. Answering this question has made the
necessity of conducting such research obvious.

The research method is historical, with a descriptive and analytical approach,
using library resources and referring to the main sources, including Peyman
magazine.

Result and Discussion

The constituent elements of Iranian nationality in the discourse of the Pahlavi
era did not have the anti-authoritarian and anti-colonial character of the
constitutional era, and the meanings of patriotism and patriotism were also
contrary to the themes of that era. The proponents of this thought were
confused; on the one hand, they were admirers of ancient Iran, and on the
other hand, they were against the authoritarian system; in the same way, they
wanted to preserve the ancient traditions, but they were also interested in the
concepts of modernism (such as democracy and political freedom).
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Since the development of Kasravi’s political thought was formed during the
constitutional period, his view on the issue of nation-building and collective
identity was based on the ideas of this period, as he believed that during the
constitutional period, ethnic and religious conflicts disappeared and all Iranians
were a single nation regardless of race, language and became one religion. For
this reason, the trend of antiquarian nationalism viewed the Pahlavi period as a
return to the pre-constitutional era and against the ideals of that period.
Kasravi saw the development of extreme racism as a great danger to Iranian
national unity. In his writings, he strongly supported the unity of the Easterners
and warned against their common enemy, Western colonialism. He believed
that the current of racism separates Iranians from their non-Aryan neighbors
and the promotion of such ideas will create differences between Iranians and
their neighbors, especially Muslim Arabs. According to him, colonial countries
and Orientalists played an important role in promoting such ideas.

Conclusion

Despite his attention to and interest in the history of ancient Iran and his
attempts to revive some of the traditions and customs of the ancient Iranians,
even teaching the ancient Iranian language and correcting some ancient texts,
Kasravt had a critical approach to the archaism of the first Pahlavi period.
Kasravi opposed the ideas of the ancients about modernism (in Kasravi’s
interpretation of Europeanism) and its emphasis on issues such as worshipping
the king, promoting the religion of Zoroastrianism, and opposing the Arabs. He
also felt that the idea of archaic nationalism lacked the values of constitutional
nationalism, which was based on confronting internal tyranny and fighting
foreign influence. According to Kasravi, such a movement both supported
the Pahlavi dictatorship and, through its association with modernism or, in his
interpretation, Europeanism, provided the means for another kind of Western
influence, namely cultural domination. Kasravi saw the prevalence of archaic
nationalism as the reason for the further dispersion of Iranians, the creation
of hatred among Arab-speaking peoples and the intensification of enmity
with Muslim neighbors. He saw the role of colonialist governments and their
associated Ortentalists and Iranian supporters as effective 1n promoting such
attitudes. For this reason, he waged an all-out struggle against the various
components of archaic nationalism, such as attention to the Aryan race,
worship of the king, anti-Islam and Muslim Arabs, and Zoroastrianism. In this
struggle, he used the science of history and arguments based on rationalism.
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