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Iran’s efforts to expand trade and transit of goods with
Afghanistan and Pakistan in the forties and fifties

Maryam Sheipari?

Abstract

Iran has long time had trade and transit relations with its eastern neighbors. Throughout history,
these relationships have been shaped by various factors. In the 40s and 50s, Iran attempted to
develop trade and transit trade with Afghanistan and Pakistan. Documents show that the Iranian
government at this time was looking for a new way to create foreign markets and transit routes
to the eastern borders of the country for various reasons. In this regard setting up plans became
a priority. Among them is the development of trade routes with Afghanistan and Pakistan. The
question this article is set to answer is: How was the effort to develop business with Pakistan and
Afghanistan in the 40s and 50s? To answer this question, the article engages in historical methods
and examines the documentation of Iran’s commercial relations over the past two decades.
Surveys show that the first of the commercial deals with its eastern neighbors focused on the
oil issue; however, these countries had common markets with Iran for other goods as well. Later,
Iran’s focus on the transit of goods has increased by way of devising other ways of transportation,
allowing for the nation’s return to its focal role becoming the central route of transportation from
the East to the West; nevertheless, political barriers resulted in the fall of the plans.
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