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The Predominance of the Romancesque Form in the
Historiographical Traditions: Report of an Experimental Study
on the Linguistic Form

Seyed Reza Vasmegar’/Mohammadali Akbari*

Abstract

The present article is a report on the problem, research method, basic concepts, and results of a
study on the predominant linguistic form of historiographical texts. This formalist study examines the
undisputable diversity of historiographical texts under three basic and, at least seemingly, irreducible
genres: chronicle, historical research, and historical novel. By assessing the linguistic form in thirteen
randomly selected historical writings based on the proposed formalist criteria, certain noteworthy
results can be obtained as to whether the historical language, in its broadest and most diverse
sense, has a romancesque or novelesque form. The romance and the novel are recognized as two
fundamental linguistic forms in fiction and other literary genres. Bearing this, as well as settling
on this point that a romancesque work (such as the tales of “One Thousand and One Nights” or
chivalric romance) is not concerned with human reality, identifying any trace of romancesque work
in historiographical traditions should be considered a precarious endeavor. Through negative and
critical considerations of the three main genres mentioned above, the present report seeks to evoke
an image-albeit a vague one-of a transformation beyond the existing situation in historiography.
Keywords: Historiography, Romancesque Form, Novelesque Form, Chronicle, Historical Research,
Historical Novel.
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1. Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Johns Hopkins
University, 1973).

2. Frank Ankersmit, Narrative Logic: A Semantic Analysis of the Historian’s Language (Springer Netherlands,
1983).
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2. Frank Ankersmit, History and Tropology: The Rise and Fall of Metaphor (University of California Press, 1994),
p. 4.



AP0 Glewll g Hlgs ) o lad NO o‘)j..\:()l_,;al'ej‘,ll /| VF

Olicasdly (oledjl slp (Folite 0gdll baglos Sl (L 51 6 S0 00 (195U slmoged &S
L1355 o] locasdly olesjb g 05 Sl b g Sl (db35) Cums g S

318,28 51 525 5 o5Ta8 b 96 & Vgamo (b 31 (50t Sglite slaoge b el ¥-)
o33l 3 Gl BB L (leslS 3o (i gl S doti 5 8390 o0 a2 ) 2 )500,6 8590
Sxhbi S scudgione o b olly oy cpl i s 3 ale b Cumsdy S 5l S
O 5l 29a0me 0l g oyl g oyl 4y s clol Jto i oo e e
2258 Sl Ol Lol bl i 535 31 ] (st Sl Ll g
By Uil Sl pae dmo il Lo 1Sl da ] 5l gy lgiSo oy i bl
PRSP B ek p b (nl g g pe— Jlale Sl lejen 5 4y 030
2P L) Sl ]l o 48 S5 Sy 5 e o e ol B
2 89l QU5 g g Sty Sl (B535) acumsg caog I ]y S slapy

S (b)) dgaie 4 (e oy 1) S

Wi s Sle lapyd a3Vl 5 (6500 3L 9 p)8 0 eoren oy )8 dalllae Lol 0-)
Ails g 0Mu g5 jou> (S Jod 4y sladdllas pin )0 Gl aub e all g e
el J98 1) Gilogyde g pla—dosil y iegdge iy Sl b Lo ¢ oLkl o 215 5l
sy Lol €33, o 1T Lo 3lis] Sima ) _olgi5s 48 ol Slga ol 31 o) il ool
Lloo) .l (3 anb cble 5l gy 5108 gly € SVl e piline dl>yo cpl &
ol 83be 511 13 alsl ele ol wuilg oos Lo s i oo oo dlad 3,L 3 cilS
Sl oty 5 85 el (3l iy Lo Y5 10 4531 S e i [ o]
(sl yglans oyl Bt g 5 ST "y 1y o (g jlulis

Ngtigas Gl )3 390 arbad wuli o 0AB Byme (03 doni 035w &y d2 5 L F)
5 BT oMaial oy, Hlaie ygmen aalad) aulysu €468 Juilop 1y Yol e M
392 St gl <3yl g (63lyd Lelota] olSals A SIS 39 s edgaonals Ul

¥ 0o VAT oy 10505) (oolel 2,5 do 3 e 5 plal)S 2y oy )

VR o WD (pogid 1305) 5185 jo e Ao 3 e pimo S 113l Pigilao] Y

3. The Black Slave, Spanish/Portuguese folktale (English text), available in: https://www.worldoftales.com/
European_folktales/Romanic_folktale_5.html#gsc.tab=0.
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1. Ana Maria Matute, Bernardino, 1961 (Spanish text), available in: https://docplayer.es/70472945-
Bernardino-1961-ana-maria-matute-ausejo.html.
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3. Fictional
4. factual
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