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Training Historian or History Teacher: Dispatching History and
Geography Students to Europe (1928-1933 A.D.): Motivations,
Mechanisms and Achievements

Abbas Ghadimi Gheidar3/Asghar (Siavash) Shohani?

Abstract

The process of dispatching students to Europe had begun after the Russo-lranian wars with the
aim of modernization and recovery from underdevelopment continued throughout the Qajar period.
According to our evidence, about a thousand students were dispatched to Europe in this period.
One of the primary motivations for dispatching students was reconstructing and transforming the
educational system. With the ratification of the bill for dispatching students in the first decade of
the Pahlavi period, by the sixth national consultative assembly, a new wave of dispatching students
began during the years 1928-1933. According to our evidence, no history student was dispatched
to Europe during the Qajar period. It was only in the Pahlavi period that the history students were
included among the dispatching students. However, dispatching students did not result in training
historians or any improvement in historical studies. To elucidate this matter, the present article
after an overview of the process of dispatching students in general and dispatching students
in the field of history in particular, will discuss the mechanisms of dispatching history students,
dispatched students, and their achievement, based on sources and documents. Moreover,
there are some variables in order to understand the cause of the dispatched students failure in
becoming professional historians: namely the motivations and objectives of policy-making officials;
the government expectations and demands from graduates students of their future careers in the
process of modernization, the French educational system as the destination of 75% of students; and
the gap between research and education in French educational system during the time

Keywords: Dispatching Students to Europe, Disciplines of “History” and “Geography”, Teacher
Training, University of Tehran, Pahlavi Period, Modernization of Education System.
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6. Ecoles centrales
7. Ecole Centrale des Travaux Publics
8. Ecole Normale Supérieure
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1. Arasteh, Education and social awakening in Iran, pp. 86-87.
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