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Elucidation of Commercial and Financial Exchanges between
Iran and America during the Qajar Period (Based on Unpublished
Documents in Iran)
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2. PhD in History of Iran after Islam: Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Payam Noor
University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

At the beginning of the 20th century, the United States of America had the most advanced economy in the
world. This fact did not escape from the sharp eyes of the Iranian intellectuals and modernists of the Qajar
period, and they observed meticulously how the economy of this new country prospered. The present research
seeks to answer these questions by using unpublished Iranian archival documents: How did the intellectuals
and progressivists present the American economy and finance? What results did these findings have for
Iran? Moreover, to what extent did the First World War play a role in increasing or decreasing commercial
and financial exchanges between Iran and the United States? The findings of this study, which is based on
the analytical-descriptive method, show that the intellectuals, to demonstrate the importance of American
trade, in the first place compared the exploitation of mineral resources in America and Iran with a critical
view. Secondly, in this way, they reminded the statemen of the importance and necessity of expanding trade
relations with this country. Furthermore, in their reports, they showed the desirable state of American trade
during the First World War and the years after the war in comparison to the other countries, which led to a
substantial increment in trade relations between Iran and the United States. In addition, the Iranian political
elites in Washington examined the state of finance and budget in the United States and by sending various
reports and booklets, they demonstrated the reasons for the success and progress of the finance and the
desirable state of the budget in this country. This led to the exchange of financial information between Iran
and the United States, and the employment of American aavisors.
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