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Rereading the components of modernity in the Qajar Age
based on Tamaddon Newspaper

Mahdiyeh Hamzehei? Mohammad Mahdi Forghani#

Abstract

In the West, Modernity was the product of the enlightenment process that took place within different schools of
thought. It began with the Renaissance and continued through the religious-intellectual reformation to the Industrial
Revolution. In fact, Modernity was shaped as the product of such a process. Printing, as the medium of information
and awareness, played a major role not only in the emergence of the new science, culture, and insight but also in
the formation of modernity. Before the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the components of modernity were already
shaped, but upon the emergence of Revolution, some like freedom and Law turned into the major demands of
Constitutionalists. The major mass medium of the nation then was the press which, unsurprisingly, played a significant
role in the public’s awareness of such components. This, perhaps, is why the present study takes an interest in
an analysis of the representations of the components of modernity in Iranian newspapers published in the years
between 1902 and 1911. Among all such publications, it is the Tamaddon newspaper which is available now, and
is thus consulted in the present study. Twelve issues of the Tamaddon are selected by systematic sampling method,
and are then analyzed in terms of variables like components of modernity, attitudes to each element, sources of
legitimacy, and connotations. The theorethical basis of the study is a conceptual framework based on the concept
of modernity as well as theoretical studies regarding modernity like Mediation Theory and Alternative Modernity.
According to the findings of the study, what are chiefly reflected in the Tamaddon include social ideals of the modern
man; attitudes towards the components of modernity which are at times different from the westersn models of
modernity; religious sources and Iranian traditions which are used as a means of legitimizing argumentations for or
against the components; and connotations which speak for the context within which the text was produced.

Key Words: Newspapers, The Qajar, Modernity, Mediation Theory, Alternative Modernity.
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