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Collaboration and Professionalism during a Time of Crisis:
A Study of a Decree dated $afar 1332/ January 1914 from
Astane-ye Quds-e Razavi

Omid Reza’i

Abstract

Some years after the Constitutional Revolution and the passing of new laws (such as the
law of Religious Endowments), the endowments of the Shrine of Imam‘All al-Reza known
as Astane-ye Quds-e Razavi were given to the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Endowments
(Vezarat-e Ma‘aref va Owqaf). Naserol-Molk was still the vice-regent (Na’ebol-Saltane)
of Ahmad Shah when the Russians on 11 Rabi‘ Il 1330 /30 March 1912 attacked the
Shrine. It is often said that during this period the administration of the country was in a
state of turmoil, due to political events. The present article studies a decree issued on
Safar 1332/January 1914 by the Archives Section of the Astane-ye Quds-e Razavi. This
decree demonstrates that even after the Russian bombardment the Archives Section was
working and well-managed. Despite the fact that the Shrine was on the one hand under
the supervision of the Shah and on the other, due to the new law, under the supervision
of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Endowments, the regular running of this section
remained in the hands of Razavi, Hoseyni, Tabatabam and Musavi Sayyeds. Even in the
worst of conditions, in response to demands of the central Tehran administration, these
Sayyeds were able to collaborate to prepare professional documents.

Keywords: Decrees, Religious Endowments, Pensions, Sayyeds, Mashhad, Qajar, Legal

Administration, Naserol-Molk Na’ebol-Saltane
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