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Reflection of Median State Formation in Herodotus’ Médikos
Logos

Ehsan Afkande?

Abstract

The formation of Median state, which is dated from the end of the 8th century to the
end of 7th century B.C., has become a controversial subject in the ancient Near Eastern
studies. The main issue in these studies is the reliability of classical sources, especially
Herodotus’ “Médikos Logos”, in the reconstruction of Median history which in the
recent assessments of state formation in Media, has been questioned because of its
apparent contradiction with the cuneiform sources contemporary to the Median period.
Present article aims at reassessing the credibility of this narrative in the reconstruction
of Median history by reviewing Médikos Logos, particularly the foundation of kingship
in Media. It seems that, even though, Herodotus has used oral sources for compiling
Médikos Logos in his Histories, but contrary to some critics, Herodotus’ narrative did
not take shape based on epic elements at all. Furthermore, supposed contradictions
between Médikos Logos and cuneiform sources are partially sketchy. In the other cases,
this is due to different approaches between Herodotus and Mesopotamian royal annals
about Medes.

Keywords: Media, Cuneiform Sources, Classical Sources, Herodotus, Médikos Logos.
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53. Cf. Stuart C. Brown, “Media and Secondary State Formation in the Neo-Assyrian Zagros: An
Anthropological Approach to an Assyriological Problem,” Journal of Cuneiform Studies 38, no. 1 (1986) and
also Mario Liverani, “The Rise and Fall of Media,” in Lanfranchi; Roaf; Rollinger, Continuity of empire (?).

54. Pericles Georges, Barbarian Asia and the Greek experience: From the archaic period to the age of
Xenophon, Ancient society and history (Baltimore, London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994), p.187;
Antonio Panaino, “Herodotus I, 96-101 Deioces’ conquest of power and the foundation of sacred royalty,”
in Lanfranchi; Roaf; Rollinger, Continuity of empire (?), pp.334-35.
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256 (MUnster: Ugarit-Verlag, 2001), p.17.
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