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The Kipchaks and the role of Genghisid Ulus struggles in their
survival after the Mongol invasion

Maryam Khosroabadi? [ Keyvan Karimi Alvar?

Abstract

The Kipchak Turks who until the third and fourth centuries were hardly seen in the historical
and geographical sources, kept their territorial position in the Eurasian steppe (without going
into migration) entered Iran as Khwarazmi's armies in the sixth century and in the process of
the empowerment of Khwarazmshahs played an important role in whole of the country. Until
the end of reign of Jalal-Al-Din Khwarazmshah (1231 AD), they were the main force against
the invading Mongols in Iran. Therefore, at the beginning of the seventh century, despite their
shared racial roots, they were killed or became homeless by the Gengisid Mongols and great
devastations were made in the land of Kipchak. After these destructive invasions, how do the
Kipchaks appeared again in the history as a revolutionary regional and trans-regional agent?
Our findings indicate that the internal conflicts of the Mongols, partly caused by the confiict
between the traditions of Ulus and their desire to gain power, provided the opportunity for the
revival of the historical role of the Kipchaks. By way of historical analysis with emphasis on
the historical and geographical sources, this essay examines this issue.

Key words: Genghisid Ulus, Golden Horde, Kipchak Turks, Mongols, llkhanids.
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