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Sasanian Court and the Christians: Tolerance or Prejudice

Ali Mohammad Valavi3
Safura Boroumand?*

Abstract

The Christians were the largest religious minorities in the Sasanian period. Considering
Sasanians as a government originated from Zoroastrian religious basis, the relationship
between Sassanian court and the Christians can be considered a matter of significance.
Due to aforementioned historical facts, this article begins with a review of the early days
of Christianity and its correlation with Iran during Parthian period and then it is followed
by a glance at the spread of Christianity in Sasanian era. Furthermore, the main aim of
this article is to review the facts such as formalization of Christianity in Roman Empire,
independence of Persian church from Rome, conflicts in Persian church, while studying
their influence on the relationship between Sasanian court and the Christians in Iran. This
article is based on reports of Syriac and Early Christian chroniclers and is supported by
available evidence in Medieval Islamic sources. The method used in this historical survey is
to analyze the collected data of written sources with a descriptive-analytical approach.
Keywords: Christianity, Nestoriens in Iran, Sasanians, Christian minorities.
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57, Nicolas SIMS- Williams, The Christian Sogdian Manuscript C2I (Berlin: Akademie-Verlag Berlin, 1985),
p. 139-146.
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The Ecclesiastical History of Socrates, Comprising a History of the Church from A.D. 323 to A.D. 425,

Socrates and Sozomenus Ecclasiastical Histories, (New York: Christian LiteraturePublishing Co., 1886),
Book, VII, Chapter VIII, pp. 286-287.
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Synodicon orientale ou recueil de synodes Nestoriens, ed. Jean Baptiste Chabot, (Paris, Imprimerie

Nationale: 1902), p. 254.
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Theodoret, Jerome, Gennadius & Rufinus, Historical Writings, Edited Pilip Schaff, (New York: Christian
Literature Publishing Co.: 1892), pp. 157-159.
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87, Acta Martyrium et Sanctorum Syriace, volume 2, Paul Bedjan, (Leipzig, Harrassowitz: 1891), p.559.
88, EfiSei, History of Vardan and the Armenian War, transl. R.W. Thomson, (Cambridge, Mass: 1982), pp.
77-80.
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%, “The Chronicle of Edessa,” The Journal of Sacred Literature, New Series [Series 4], vol. 5 (1864) p. 35.
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