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The role of governments in building Agriculture water supply
networks in the eastern part of the caliphate to the Mongol invasion

Mohsen Seraj?/ Shahram Yousefifar

Abstract

There are two Maine ideas about the role of government in the irrigation systems make
and control of these sources, which in owns pursuit has created related ideas about the
Iran’s agricultural production modes and political structure, among scholars. A group of
researchers, such as Wittfogel, emphasis on Iranian government’s major role in setting up
large-scale irrigation networks and water resources control and present them as a typical
example of the "hydraulics" governments. But another group denies the pivotal role of the
state in irrigation to the plantations of the Iranian plateau. Given the critique of the Europe-
centric and ideological foundations of these General comments of Iran's political economy,
The problem of this paper is a historical review of the status and role of Iranian governments
in the establishment and control of irrigation systems in Iran's agricultural economy in the
middle ages, Based on sources information and statistical analysis of these. In this article,
based on the historical comparative method and a quantitative study between the different
regions of the eastern part of the caliphate territory, in addition to the position and role of
governments in this regard will be Represent, the claims of conflicting views are also tested.
Keywords: Irrigation system, hydraulics government, government’s Irrigation, Wittfogel.
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Robert McC. Adams, Heartland of Cities: Surveys of Ancient Settlement and Land Use on the Central Floodplain
of the Euphrates,(Chicago & London: University of Chicago Press,1981);Gibson, McGuire “Violation of Fallow
and Engineered Disaster in Mesopotamian Civilization”, In Downing and Gibson, /rrigation’s Impact on Society,
(1974), pp 7-20; Ahmad Susa, (=Ahmad Sousa), Irrigation in Iraq: its History and Development, (New Publishers
Irag, 1945); D. J. Flower, “Water Use in North-east Iran” In Cambridge History of Iran, (1968), pp 599-610; Paul W,
English, City and Village in Iran: Settlement and Economy in the Kirman Basin, (Madison and London: University
of Wisconsin Press,1966); Paul W, English, “The Origin and Spread of Qanats in the Old World,”, Proceedings of
the American Philosophical Society, (1968), pp 171-181; Robert McC. Adams, “Agriculture and Urban Life in Early
Southwestern Iran,” Science, New Series, Vol. 136, No. 3511, (American Association for the Advancement of
Science, 1962), pp109-122; James A. Neely, “Sassanian and early Islamic water-control and irrigation systems

on the Deh Loran Plain, Iran”, In Downing and Gibson, Irrigation’s Impact on Society, pp 21-42.
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11. Frederick Engels, “Anti-Duhring”, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels collected works, Vol. 25, edited
by: C.P.Dutt, translator: Emile Burns (New York: International Publishers, 1978), p 167.
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