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Shedding Light on the Old Ahvaz through Sassanid and Islamic Texts
and a Conjecture about the Location of Sassanid City of Ram Ardashir
Rouhollah Mojtahedzadeh?

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Abstract

There is very little information about the beginnings of Ahwaz. Although the establishment of an urban settlement in
this area Is speculated as from the Elamite period onwards, the oldest historical and archeological evidence about
this city does not go beyond the Sassanid or Parthian era. According to the Sassanid texts, such as the Sahrestaniha
Eransahr (The Provincial Capitals of Iran), and a large number of Islamic chronicles, at this time, a city called “Hormuz
Ardeshir” was built by Ardeshir Babakan or his grandson Hormuz Ardeshir in this area. According to narratives, like
many pre-Islamic Iranian cities, this city had a bifurcated structure - the civil and the administrative sections-which
were called Hujistan Vajar and the Hormuz Ardeshir respectively. With the advent of Islam, the administrative section
disappeared but the civil section remained with the Arbicized name of “Suq-al-Ahvaz”, although the narration is not
without ambiguity and confusion. This article, to obtain a more accurate picture of these narrations and consequently
the old Ahvaz, seeks to take a closer look at the founding narrations of Ahvaz using historical research method and by
analyzing and comparing these narrations. In addition to removing the above-mentioned ambiguity and confusion,
such a study can provide good support for research on history identity and field studies on the current Ahvaz, as
one of the legacies of Iran’s urban planning history. The results provide a new narrative on the formation of Ahvaz
during the Sassanid era, which is slightly different from previous accounts. At the same time, it can provide a more
appropriate combination of different and sometimes contradictory narrations about this city. Furthermore, it can offer
a new hypothesis about the location of Ram Ardeshir or Ramesh Ardeshir, one of the first cities founded by Ardeshir
Babakan. According to this research, Hormuz Ardeshir and Hujistan Vajar are both names of the same place, i.e. the
civil section of the Sassanid city, which continued to exist even after the advent of Islam by becoming “Suq-al-Ahvaz’.
On the other hand, the administrative section and the first Sassanid city in this area was Ram Ardeshir or Ramesh
Ardeshir, which disappeared in the Islamic era; a fact that probably led to the confusion of the geographical and
historical texts of the Islamic era about its location.
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1. Herman Gasche

2. Ahvaz anticline

3. Herman Gasche, “The Persian Gulf Shorelines and the Karkheh, Karun and Jarrahi Rivers: A Geo-

Archaeological Approach”, in Akkadica, 128 (2007), p. 33.

4. Gasche, p. 51.

Ol e & Casd o9l S (60 (ot Stiins slial (3 3950 (S Slus ol il g (lsliliyd | (B 20 O

b i) V g S (15 158 (Bdozma b dez 5 (Gl )l e pSols (oo oo 0 )80 8L (S93S Jlgal S35 (ol Gl o0 A5 0
DY=OY Lo (IWEY

6. Daniel Thomas Potts



WA Sl saddiajlaly olse @by 53 (ousa g ool 9 (Alabes 5o JUA 51 (S 398 0 558 0

e ) jlonl CublS pw (93 gluns duwy o Ha5 s cgy ol 3 Slos s (g)las g oLwlid jeim
W8S oo )3 g 03l (5 el 5 (leedle

SlodS olos 5 €S g3y bl g "5lg3 o Tl b S5l g |y pO il oy
Sl eges b (egd Olgiedr sl Yl 29 (citalie 693 1> VLI (Byne (615 0
uL.wb u.w)lé Al}”\(_m) RUAT 9 uw}m 0% Lsshumolg)’ Fewlons b fl} O’.-‘ Cod cu.mul.)l::
Sy 5| 6 s a3 o Il 05 V365 97398 4 a5y 95 ol g ilie 6 5
Ml Canl 0392 I (pe5 ol (918" g il (5900 yoass 2 CILI G L oS joe S5 pL &
st glaoduw Uladlyas coled Ly ya7 5 atily dolsl 35 oMl ()lyed blgl b b G jlgal
ol g i Jols (gladlaio oyl yskaie Jol doyd 13 a0 pU jlaal 5l aS” oS oMl
ozl oyl pl oyegin sy il (gly Claah 551y 5| oMl 15 y50 &SIy Cudly cpl sl
" 3ilodge LusT uledd] g oI (clapl 1505 loj ool 5> 48 Wil o Lixo ] 4y ilon S

43,8 ol oS Jlgnlaga> )3 1) (606 plsts ol 2l 487 Sty Sl lielsen 1575, |
Olo)' o;”l 2 ‘_5.,9.5 )191b| dgd> )0 «l.}li)l.’;» lpl.; A (S 2939 p g,J.c_] ul.n.m Lol ccl osles l>
SleMbl s g5 ) lusielsen 5l s Jlac! )3 oyl lalisl jlaies )06 gl wlo pU 55

XA o (WAL o 10y y05) (sl pnj das 5 oo M/ awlidy yliaols o sl o 5 S 2
2. Haja\ Uja\ Uvja
XY Lo OV (IRl puis 58 0 10l 05) p X/ ke 5 )b 03l jime gy Y
hR0) ilaed yosld g Ao i g ideS Ay o puitiolia (sl piong iy & linly (awyld ladii s S piisbi YL Can e S gy F
VY o (WWOF ¢ uiiolen liind duuho
5. (h)uvja
6. huz
7.xuz
NFY 0o {WVAS S ol 0]399) plossivno S Aoz 5 (5 ool B tbisplpin ) ooyl G ol oo ploiags o il A
¢ s25 y8bdazee IV Lo (WYY il g pana) & 5 Y o ¢ 5yl (glo sy 0 &l o3 U ol ¢ colionSld 1 SSlea iy oy ) Sy alos 1.4
‘QyT sols) d/’d[zo}"/},«:[jﬂd&uj}& (odlas (yox e Y=Y o (WAL s ) g0l & )ljg ol )Ll s ol y05) (57 ol o 0 ol jos
FAV-YVE o (VWWAA
ST o il N
11. See to. Bosworth, “Ahvaz”; Tillier, “al-Ahwaz”.
12. Taryana\ Tareiana
2 e 55l slinld 5 g b Lol oild a3 (532 S5 G2l Cesd 4y LT LI Jloal dg0n )3 (608 b Ly (3l Sy po iy AT
LSl 95 1S flonl s /pb 3lisgs 5,7 byl (SoP 1uS o 0Ll el pgms g1 (g yabolisl Joleo 4 €Ll (gl (gou jl 5lsal
degazo o il o yian 5 Slobo ol )3 ol 4 o Sl BB A slaolSium (ol s 1 4 Ki bl b 3 N F
AVOIYE o (V¥ v i 2] 05) (bl jline do 5 oLy zyg9 sS4 oy90uST ol lyism



VP Glawls g Hlgs Voylad VP o_,"azolx|@_,u /\VYY

(g2 Bguilid g 90 C b ol by dny (siy o8 3,90 Cd 4y g o0 o 42 118
b oS 4l )87 50 0 5 Cunon p Shead (19l Comn (S35 3 pludinle g Ll
Sy & el 33 s 5 Sl el 5 el 039 JB95 4r dws)ly oly Ll oro T yglis
ol el 5 o illne g3 Slonl 8oy oo ) a8 15,05 5 3lisT 2] )5 g0 Mgy
B930Sk g2y 5 (¥ o F Juad ol QUS) gyl (clsaz 055 yoriie (2l 3l 3
ol e Sl & e o 5145 ol VISl i o 5 oy fSn
S o 0k 4l ol 3l (565 oS gl (303 pm0 b 3 iS5 S gl il o950 0y
#2y0 G Olgisd (gte el )3 oS lagies Sk L jllyliwasn 35 uds (lsioe il
Sloal 3gas 1> el 8,60 5 JBhs a5 ol i coad 1Ko &dly 40 os ol o 5 Sl ped

ol & Sl S8
Sl 55 aiej nl > (LSl laaidly o)l (o3l el Sl 5, )5 lsal pog
e 13 (elabes 5 ol gl o 8 1 elaslis b 15ls] cyvod Mto il b3k &l
O o305 Bgus a5 b CatS S ) Sl g5 it (slamols 4y —awyiawd B3l Slas! (gl Slgal
S50 aawd opl 36,500 caiS 3 Mg il bl g WISKS! 559, 3ol 1805 Boud diliie
Pl (o ol Slonl (3355 )3 puelSSl JgaiS oo " (ygenlsg gyl o o Blol (i (o2
Sl glaol > ygudsg s L jps cpl ST > ¢ SIS laliol 4 slsiie S 93 (blay b
iz loal Sea3 )3 malejaw (e )3 JiB oo wipd 1S oo (B (x| Ll ol )%

1. Nearchus
2. Arrianus / Arrian of Nicomedia (c. 89/89 - c. after 146/160 AD)
3. populated and prosperous country
4. The pontoon bridge
5. Arrian, Alexander the Great, translated by Martin Hammond with an Introduction and Notes by John Atkinson
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), p. 264.
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