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Historical Etymology of the Word “Ostan” (Province) in Iran

Hasan Bastani Rad?

Abstract

The word “province” and division of province has an ancient background in Iran and this
background has caused its related words and concepts to be various and widespread:
Satrap (Xasathrapavan), Kust, Ostan (Province), Valayat, Mamlekat (mamleke), Balad
and other toponymical terminology. Research about the types, meaning and diversity of
these words is essential in order to understand fully the process of province changes in
Iran. Therefore, the main question of this research is to find out what words with what
kinds of backgrounds have been used to mean «Ostan (province)». The number of these
words and their usages illustrates the fact that by the means of historical etymology of
the word “province”, we can interpret the role of the administrative history of Iran and the
major factors in utilizing the administrative terminology on a large scale. This research is
a descriptive study of the etymological issues in history.

Keywords: Satrap (XaSathrapavan), Kust, Ostan (Province), Valayat, Mamlekat (mamleke),

division of Province, Country division, Historical Etymology.
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Touraj Daryaee, “SAHRESTANIHA T ERANSAHR” (The Provincial Capitals of Iran), the only major
surviving Middle Persian text on geography, Encyclopaedia Iranica: http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/
sahrestaniha-i-eransahr (accessed 17/7/2011).
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