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A Safavid Decree of Appointment to the Post of Mohtaseb
of Qazvin Dating 1648

Omid Reza’i?

Abstract

The Safavid shah, political administrators, and the clergy took it upon themselves to
implement the divine command of enjoining good and forbidding evil (amr bi I-ma “raf
wa nahi ‘ani I-munkar). Within the religious structure of the Safavid state, this was one
of the duties of the shaykh al-islam. The present paper, however, presents a document
according to which the sadr al-mamalek-e mahriseh appoints someone as mohtaseb
of Qazvin with instructions not only to oversee the moral & social reforms, but also to
handle the economic affairs of the bazar. This study then explores all the data gathered
on the mohtaseb, both from the document and other library sources of the period. All in
all, what this study deems necessary is to re-examine the roles played by various posts
constituting the complex machinery of the Safavid government with great attention paid
to the time and place within which such posts were defined and assigned.

Keywords: Safavids, mohtaseb, sadr al-mamalek-e mahriseh, daftar-e mawqufat-e
divan al- sadare, Shah Abbas Il (16421666-), Qazvin.
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Christoph Werner, »Ambiguity in Meaning: The vakil in 18th and early 19th-century Iran, «in: Proceedings

of the Third European Conference of Iranian Studies, held in Cambridge, 11th to 15th September 1995.
Part 2: Medieval and Modern Persian Studies, hg. Von Charles Melville )Wiesbaden: Reichert 1999(: PP.
317-25.
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