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The Status of Iran in the US Presidents’ Doctrines: from the
Second World War to the Early 1970s

Michael Vahidi Rad? | Mohammad Ali Akbari4

Abstract

.In the 1970s, the second Pahlavi period, through its alliance with the west, played a
very influential role in the international relations arena. Taking a historical-analytical
perspective, the present article explores the status of Iran in the US foreign diplomacy
from the Second World War to the early 1970 in order to elaborate on the why and how of
Mohammad Reza Shah’s rapid rise to power. Besides, this study refers to the status of Iran
in the diplomacy of the US presidents to further elaborate on the status of Iran in the US
presidents’ doctrines and to analyze factors which contributed to Iran’s being an influential
regional and universal power in the 1970s. Findings from an in-depth analysis of the US
presidents’ diplomacy bears witness to the fact that issues regarding the importance of
Iran’s oil resources, Iran’s being coterminous with USRR, and Iran’s capacity for filling
the void caused by UK’s absence were among the most crucial factors influencing the US
presidents’ doctrines and contributing to Iran’s rise to power in the 1970s.

Key words: Doctrine, The USA, Oil, Communism, Mohammad Reza Shah, Diplomacy.
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6. http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary, «doctrine»
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8. The Monroe Doctrine during President Monroe>s seventh annual message to Congress, December
2,1823: http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=23&page=transcript [accessed 20 ,march
2014.18:20]
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23. Harry S. Truman
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25. FRUS. Recommendation for assistance to Greece and Turkey, address the president of the United
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29. Harold B. Minor

30. F.R.U.S 800.24591/6-1845 Memorandum of Conversation, by the Acting Chief of the Division of
Middle Eastern Affairs [WASHINGTON:] June 18, 1945

31. William Engdahl, A Century of War: Anglo-American Oil Politics and the New World Order, Progressive
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33. F.R.U.S 891.00/9-2545: Telegram, The Ambassador in Iran (Murray) to the Secretary of State,
TEHRAN, September 25, 1945
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42. John Foster Dulles

43. Public Paper of the president, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Washington, DC: Government Printing Office,
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