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Achaemenid Beliefs Based on Their Inscriptions
Arezoo Rasouli (Taleghani)?

Abstract

Whether the Achaemenids were Zoroastrians or not has long been one of the questions
Iranologists face, studying Achaemenid history. Some Iranologists believe that the
Achaemenids were Zoroastrians but others disagree. Discussing Achaemenids’ religion
and beliefs, this question is always brought up. One of the reasons that turned this
issue into a prominent debate among researchers is Ahura Mazda’s name, mentioned in
their inscriptions as a deity and the fact that Achaemenid kings considered themselves
worshipers of Ahura Mazda. Nevertheless, their religion remains a question because of
their tolerance in relation to other religions. This article intends to study Achaemenids’
beliefs based on a number of experts’ opinions and remaining Achaemenid inscriptions
and tablets, such as Darius’ Behistun inscription.

Keywords: Achaemenids, Zoroastrian, Religion, Ahura Mazda, Inscription- Behistun.
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10. hada bagaibis. See: Roland G. Kent, Old Persian: Grammar, Texts, Lexicon (New Haven: American
Oriental Society, 1953), pp. 146, 149.

11. Old Persian ma@ista- “greatest, supreme.” http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/masistes
[Accessed 6/19/2017]
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15. M. Boyce, A History of Zoroastrianism, Vol. 2: Under the Achaemenians (Leiden/ Koln: Brill, 1982), p. 41.
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18. J. Duchesne-Guilleman, The Western Response to Zoroaster (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1958), p. 53-54.
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