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Abstract

After the constitutional revolution, women in the provinces, as well as in the capital,
became involved in social activities such as the founding of schools, associations and
newspapers. Women in Fars and the city of Bushehr (which was part of the province
during the Pahlavi period) also followed suit. This research attempts to determine
the characteristics of women’s first experiences in journalism and the people involved
based on a descriptive-analytical method using archival documents. According to the
research findings, Shaukat Salami, one of the leading educated women in Bushehr at
the beginning of the Pahlavi period, founded the first school for gitls in Bushehr with
the help of dignitaries and merchants of the city. Later, she published the Nurafshan
newspaper to achieve women’s rights and their participation in political and social
activities. Although it was a right-wing newspapet, Nurafshan published articles on
women’s demands in all its 1ssues.
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Introduction

According to the religion of Islam and the verses of the Holy Qur’an, men and
women are equal to each other. In the Holy Qur’an, God addresses men and
women equally, sends down his mnstructions and commands to them equally,
and does not separate them from each other. In the Qur'an, men and women
have the same creation: "O people! Fear your Lord, who created you from
a single soul and created your mate from him..." (Al-Nisa', 1). In addition,
regarding duties, rewards, and punishments, the Qur'an addresses men and
women equally: "So their Lord answered their supplication and [said] I will not
allow the action of any of you, male or female, who I will not destroy you from
cach other" (Al-Imran/195). Also, in the Qur'an, women are equal to men in
terms of titles and human and religious benefits: "On the day when you see
believing men and women whose light is running ahead of them and to their
right, [they will be told:] Today you will be given good tidings of gardens. Under
those [trees]| streams flow, you will live forever in them; this is a great success"”
(Al-Hadid/12).

However, various reasons caused Muslims to deviate from the laws of Islam
and Iranian women were driven to the interior until the Qajar era. Women were
considered the second sex, and atrocities were always allowed against them.
Insecurities, avoiding relations with non-intimates and such things were among
the causes of restricting women and confining them at home. In the meantime,
even the need for literacy was not an issue for women. Of course, the girls of
the middle and upper classes of society learned to read and write through the
teacher of the house. This situation continued until the middle of the Qajar era,
until familiarity with new and western ideas affected the people, and issues such
as women's literacy, their greater presence in society, assuming various jobs, and
even their free presence in circles and gatherings were raised. In line with these
developments, women's opinions also gradually changed. The constitutional
revolution 1s a turning point in changing the status of Iranian women. Not only
did they participate in this revolution, but also they were able to gain privileges
such as the establishment and expansion of gitls' schools in a new style. By
being in the community, women found the opportunity to form associations
to express their political opinions and demands. They also established a
newspaper to convey their voice to men and the whole community. This first
started 1n Tehran and then quickly spread to the cities. The present research
aims to answer the question of what was the first journalism experience of
women 1n Fars province and who played a role in this matter. It 1s obvious that
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investigating this issue helps us to understand the social history of Bushehr and
the process of entry of Bushehr women into the field of science, knowledge
and culture. It seems that the actions of Shaukat Salami, one of the leading
and educated women living 1n Bushehr, were very effective 1 this field. Her
pioneering efforts in launching the first girls' school and the first women's
newspaper in Bushehr serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for the future.

Materials and Methods

The current study's research method is based on historical, descriptive, and
analytical methods. Our approach 1s thorough, utilizing archival and library
resources and reviewing relevant newspapers, sources, books, and articles.
This comprehensive method ensures that we have collected all the necessary
information to present a complete picture of Shaukat Salami and Noorafshan
newspapet.

While no book or article has been published about Shaukat Salami and
Noorafshan newspaper, our research is significant because it gathers scattered
and limited references from various sources. Sadr Hashemi (1327), in his book
History of Journals and Press, mentioned Nourafshan newspaper and the
year of its publication. Pari Shetkhul-Islami (1351) also spoke briefly (on one
page) about the activities of Shaukat Salamt 1n the book Women in Iran and
the World: Women Journalists and Thinkers of Iran. Gholamhossein Salehiar
(1351) in the book "The Face of Contemporary Press" has described the
identity of Nourafshan newspaper in a few lines. Abu Torabian (1356) also
mentioned a series of general information about Nourafshan newspaper in the
book of Iranian Press from 1320 to 1326, including the licensee, editors, date
of publication, first issue, place of publication, and newspaper position. Qasim
Yahosseint (1374) has provided the reader with more information about the
Noorafshan newspaper and the life of Shaukat Salami in the book of Bushehr
press, a key element in the history of Iranian journalism, compared to the above
researches. Siddiga Babran (1381) also mentioned only the birth certificate of
Nourafshan newspaper in the book of special women's publications. Siros
Rumi (1388) in his book "Persian press history" has mentioned only the
beginning and end years, the type of publication and the name of the director
of Nourafshan newspaper. Abdul Karim Mashayikhi (2015) in his book on
Bushehr city education, he spoke briefly about the establishment of the first
modern girls' school by Hemat Salami, but he did not mention Nourafshan
newspaper. Our research, therefore, 1s a significant contribution to the literature,
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providing a comprehensive understanding of the first journalistic experience of
Persian women during the Pahlavi era

Results and Discussion

The first attempt of women to enter the press goes back to the era of the
Constitutional Revolution. Despite the societal norms and challenges, they
published articles 1n newspapers such as Majlis, Nedaya Vatan, Habal al-
Matin, and Sur Esrafil. At this time, women sent their demands, objections,
and criticisms about issues such as women's right to education, the electoral
system, and participation 1 political affairs in the form of open letters to
publications and newspapers, and they printed these letters. It should be noted
that these letters were often published under pseudonyms, a testament to their
perseverance and determination.

During the period of the first parliament, women published their demands and
opinions through constitutionalist newspapers, but gradually they thought of
establishing a newspaper and directly entered the field of journalism. In this
way, on 10 Ramadan 1328 AH/15 September 1910, the first women's magazine
was published in Tehran under the initiative of Banu Kahal with the title of
Danesh newspaper. She was the first female Iranian ophthalmologist who was
tramned by American missionaries, and recetved permission to practice medicine
from them. In this newspaper, Kahal did not pay attention to political 1ssues and
only focused on 1ssues related to women, such as child rearing, housekeeping,
husbandry, women's literacy, and hygiene and health issues. The impact of these
publications on societal change cannot be overstated, as they brought women's
issues to the forefront and paved the way for further progress.

Shokoofeh was the second women's magazine that was published in Tehran from
Dhu Hijjah 1330 to Dhu Qadah 1334 under the management of Maryam Omud,
nicknamed Mozin al-Sultanch. The policy of this newspaper was also similar
to that of Danesh. Zaban Zannan was the third newspaper Siddiga Dolatabadi
published in Isfahan on 20 Shawwal 1919/1337 AH. This newspaper published
only women's articles. At first, he paid attention to issues such as housekeeping,
health, and husbandry, but then he started to raise political and feminist issues.
The next newspaper was Nama Banavan, published in Dhu Qadah 1338/]July
1920 in Tehran under the initiative of Shahnaz Azad. In the same year, Alam
Nesvan newspapers were published under the management of Nawabe Safavi
in Tehran and Jahan Zannan under the efforts of Fakhr Afaq Parsa and his
wife in Mashhad. Jamiat Naswan Watankhah Iran magazine was published in
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Tehran 1n 1302 under the management of an association with the same name
and under the franchisee of Moloch Eskandari. The following newspaper was
Naswan Shargh, published by Marzieh Zarrabi in Bandar Anzali in 1304. Pik
Saadat Nesvan was also published in 13006 in the city of Rasht under the efforts
of Roshank Nooddoost. Finally, the Noorafshan newspaper was published in
Bushehr in 1309.

The status of women in Bushehr during the Qajar period and early Pahlavi
period did not achieve reasonable rights like in other regions of Iran. Men,
based on their traditional beliefs, instigated the prohibition of women's
presence in the communities. They even believed that teaching women could
lead to unhealthy relationships between men and women. However, some
nobles and nobles educated their daughters. In this situation, the girls' school
"Banat Nesvan" was established in a new style, which Shaukat Salami created
as the first female founder of a girls' school in Bushehr. Considering the low-
level culture of the society and religious beliefs about the necessity of women's
education, the gitls' school initially needed to attract more attention. However,
with the efforts of Shaukat Salami and mujtahids and clerics, the public attitude
towards girls' education gradually changed, and women sent them to this school.
Over time, the school had financial problems and was on the verge of closure,
but with the help of Armenian founders and modern educational institutions,
the financial problem was solved, and the school survived. In addition, with
the establishment of elementary and high schools for girls by Salami, women's
education was strengthened in Bushehr. Shaukat Salami was an educated and
knowledgeable woman of Bushehr who was involved in developing women's
education. He worked hard to improve the education of girls in Bushehr, and
after his retirement, he went to Shiraz. He died 1n 1348 after enduring a period
of illness.

Nourafshan, a newspaper published by Shaukat Salami in Bushehr, attracted
the attention of Iranian women's cultural circles. After the murder of his
wife, the publication of Nourafshan was closed, but with the cooperation of
Seyyed Ali Behbahani, it was republished, and finally, facing the warning of
the Ministry of Hducation, Shaukat Salami was issued permission to publish
it in 1322. The Ministry of Culture, General Directorate of Writing, approved
the Nourafshan newspaper Bushehr to be published under the editorship of
Mrs. Shaukat Salami. Its content included local news, advertisements, and
scientific and historical materials. The newspaper also published government
announcements and scientific articles. However, there 1s no complete archive
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of this newspaper, and only three 1ssues are accessible 1n the National Library
and Tehran Document Center archives. Other issues are not found in other
archives.

Conclusion

Shaukat Salami 1s among the pioneering Iranian women to have overseen a
newspaper publication 1 Fars following the constitutional revolution and
during the initial Pahlavi era. Beyond her involvement in journalism, Shaukat
Salami was a prominent advocate for gitls' education and literacy. She achieved
a significant milestone by establishing the first modern-style girls' school in
Bushehr. Subsequently, she embarked on the groundbreaking venture of
launching the Nourafshan newspaper, marking a watershed moment in women's
journalism in Fars. Despite being commonly characterized as right wing and
conservative in her political leanings, her enduring legacy of establishing a
school for gitls and championing women's literacy underscores her intellect
and erudition. Shaukat Salami understood the pivotal role of fostering female
literacy as the initial stride in liberating women from ignorance. Therefore, her
establishment of a girls' school heralded a new era of literacy in Bushehr.
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