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The Idea of Language Planning in the Qajar Period
Reza Amini?

Abstract

In all societies, based on historical, political, social, or religious reasons, a language, dialect or a linguistic
variety of has a special status, in a way that this language, dialect or linguistic variety has been supported
during the history of that society, and a purposeful series of attempts has been done to promote the
status of that language or for expanding its functions or areas of use. This can be said for the Persian
language, as the Iranian’s lingua franca and formal language. Therefore, many believe that in order to
resolve the problems of Iranian society, you must pay attention to the Persian language and reforming
its alphabet and teaching methodology. Qajar period, as an important part of the contemporary history
of Iran, is unique for its viewpoints on the status of Persian language and the need for its planning.
Therefore, one of the problems is to recoghize the foundations of these viewpoints. This study is an
attempt to answer mainly two questions: What kinds of goals have these people had in posing these
ideas? What are the linguistic bases of these viewpoints? Investigating these viewpoints reveals that in
the Qajar period, there have been remarkable ideas about Persian language planning some of which
can be justified based on modern ideas in language planning. The important point is that a number of
the key problems recognized in the period, has remained unresolved to today’s Iran.

Key words: Qajar Period, Language Planning, Persian Alphabet, Persian Teaching, Persian
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3. Nancy H. Hornberger, “Literacy and Language Planning,” in Sociolinguistics: The Essential Readings,
Edited by Christing Bratt Paulston and G. Richard Tucker, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2003), Pp. 449- 60; John,
Mkirk and Donall P O Bavill, Language Planning and Education: Linguistic Issues in Northern Ireland,
The republic of Ireland, and Scotland (Belfast: Queen’s University, 2006); J. K. Chambers, Sociolinguistic
Theory, second edition (Berlin: Blackwell Publishing, 2003); Miriam Meyerhoff, Introducing Sociolinguistics,
London: Routledge, 2006.
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4 . Ronald Wardhaugh, An Introduction to Sociolinguistics, 5th edition (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing,
2006), P. 356.
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6. Wardhaugh, P. 357.
7. diffusion

8. erosion

9. exclusive

10. Status planning
11. Corpus planning
12. orthography

13. Wardhaugh, P. 357.
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14. Joshua A. Fishman. Do Not Leave Your Language Alone: The Hidden Status Agenda Within Corpus
Planning in Language Policy (New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Inc. Publishers, 2006), P. 21.
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28. Standardization

29. Lexical coinage

30. Writing system reform

31. Modernization of Persian Language

32. Yahya Modarresi, “Aspects of Sociolinguistics in Iran,” International Journal for Sociology of
Language, 148 (2001), pp. 1- 2.

33. Ali Ashraf Sadeghi, “Language Planning in Iran: a Historical Review,” International Journal for
Sociology of Language, 148 (2001), pp. 19- 30.

34. A. Majid Hayati and Amir Mashhadi, “Language Planning and Language- in- Education Policy in Iran,”
Language Problems and Language Planning (Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2010).
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