Journal of History of Iran
Vol 16,No 2, autumn & winter 2023
ISSN: 2008-7357 E-ISSN:2588-6916

University of Shahid Beheshti
Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences
Department of History

DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/irhj.2023.232484.1253
DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20087357.1402.16.2.8.6

Research Paper

The Migration of Iranian Baluchis to East Africa: A Successful
Paradigm for the Persistence of Identity and Cultural Interaction

1. Amirbahram Arabahmadi

1. Associate Professor, Department of West Asia & Africa, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Email: arabahmadi@ut.ac.ir
Received: 2023/07/24 PP 159-182  Accepted: 2023/08/28

Abstract

The aim of this article is to draw an overall picture of the past and present situation of
Iranian Baluchis in East Africa and the way they adapt to the new environment, based
on an examination of various aspects of the reasons and ways of migration. Identifying
the reasons for Baluch migration to East Africa and the impact of their presence on
the indigenous population (and vice versa) are the main objectives of this article. The
hypothesis of the article is that the indigenous population of East Africa welcomed
the immigrants and established an amicable relationship with them. The theoretical
framework of this article is based on the “interactive theory of acculturation and
integration index in acculturation model” by Richard Bourhis. The author has attempted
to examine the cultural interaction between Baluch immigrants and East African natives
through qualitative content analysis, analysis of historical sources and field research
as well as personal observations. The bilateral socio-cultural consequences of Baluch
immigration to East Africa are considered as independent variables.
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