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A Reflection on Vosough od-Dowleh’s Pro-constitutionalism: A
Passive-to-Active Government Transition in Peri-constitutional
Iran

Amane Ebrahimi?

Abstract

Vosough od-Dowleh was a pro-constitutionalist and one of the figures who, perplexed by
Constitutionalism’s failure, considered it effective to establish an active/powerful government in
order to deal with Iran’s chaotic situation at that time. Many find his tendency towards relationships
with Russia and Britain, as well as his conclusion of the 1919 Agreement as black marks that hide
his constitutionalist deeds and defame him as a traitor. This study aims to investigate. He views
on and actions for the establishment of Constitutionalism and an active government based on his
record. He is one of the figures who made corrective suggestions for the constitutionalists’ modus
operandi for the establishment of a powerful government or, in his own words, an active government.
Conducted as secondary historical research, the present study looked at the reformist ideas of him
to analyze his work towards enabling a constitutional system and an active government. The study
found that Vossug ed-Dowleh, seeing the chaotic and intertwined consequences of early Iranian
constitutionalism, worked to realize the movement’s goals by not only stopping the interference of
the public and political parties in the affairs of the constitutionalists, but also by seeking to expand
the scope of the constitutional government’s authority. He also sought to bring about a localized
brand of constitutionalist change in Iran that did not necessarily follow European ways of progress.
Finally, he found it acceptable for Iran to rely on a developed foreign power to restore the authority of
the central government and resolve domestic issues.

Keywords: Vosough od-Dowleh, Pro-constitutionalism, Passive government, Active or powerful
government.
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