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Evaluating the Relation Types of Iran and China during Safavid
Period

Jamshid Noroozi¥/Narges Khazaeit

Abstract

.The deep-rooted and protracted Sino-Iranian relations flourished in the Mongol and Timurid periods
in political, economic, cultural, and artistic aspects. But, by the early 10" century AH/ 16" century
AD, many of the requisites for maintaining the diverse Sino-lranian relations were lost due to the
political and economic situation in Iran and China, changes in the Asian political geography, the
emergence of new powers between the two lands, shifting balance of political and economic power
in the world, and increasing European influence around Iran and China. During the Safavid Period
(907-1135 AH), Sino-Iranian relations were not the focus of interest for the rulers and elites of the
two lands. Only certain types of relations were maintained partially, due to economic necessities and
the influence of the Sino-lranian common heritage. The present article aims to examine the types
and the quality of Sino-lranian relations during the Safavid period based on a descriptive-analytical
method, using scattered information and scarce historical, literary, scientific, and artistic sources.
The results indicated that these relations were mainly in economic, scientific, and artistic fields. Due
to the preservation of these types of relations and the continuation of the heritage of Sino-lranian
long-standing and rich relations, the Iranian rulers and elites of the Safavid period, more or less, were
aware of Chinese civilizational and cultural achievements.

Keywords: Foreign Relations, Safavid Dynasty, China, Economic Relations, Artistic Relations,
Scientific Relations.
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