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Archeology of Cultural Currents in Contemporary Iran
Reza Bigdelu? Mohammad Ali Akbari*

Abstract

One of the most important debates that researchers in different fields of study have
dealt with is to uncover contemporary cultural currents and to study their emergence
and development. Such currents have drastically affected the basic policy of any
society and the directions political, social and economical developments might take.
The present article seeks to examine Iranian society’s means of familiarity with western
culture and thought, the emergence of new currents and their relation to the ancient
ones through carrying out an in-depth historical analysis and making use of historical
references and archives. Major findings of this study bear testimony to the fact that it
was the importation of new thoughts that led to the emergence of new currents whose
most significant feature was their opposition to and negation of ancient Iranian currents.
Notwithstanding, one can observe some particular tendencies for consonance and
coexistence among them.

Keywords: Cultural Currents, Sharia-oriented, Sufist, Ancient-oriented, Modernism,

Religious Modernism.
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Said Amir Arjomand, The Shadow of God and the Hidden Imam: Religion, Political Order and Societal
Change in Shi'ite Iran from the Beginning to 1890 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984), p146.
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