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Kizilbash: A Pejorative Term at the Time of Shah Isma’il |

Ataollah Hassani?

Abstract

When writing history, one has essentially to avoid using concepts and terms anachronistically. Some historians
and history scholars, intentionally or unintentionally, do this and put in use the newly generated terms and titles
to refer to old times; hence, distorting historical facts. Historians of the Safavid period were accustomed to this
phenomenon. Using the term “Kizilbash” for the events of first decades of the Safavid era by the historians of
post-Isma’il | period, has led to misunderstanding of social and political history of that time. “Kizilbash,” was a
contradictory term in that period. This term, being pejorative, had no legitimacy among Iranians. So, it was not
accepted and put into use by them. The coinage and use of this term generated a sphere of hostility between
Iranians and their neighbor states. This article, based on historical method of research and primary sources,
aimed to investigate the “Kizilbash” phenomenon, as the core of this hostile sphere, to find out the causes and
roots of the problem. Findings asserted that “Kizilbash” was a term derogatorily applied by safavids’ enemies.
So, Shah Isma'il | and his statesmen did not use it. This term, for the first time, was appeared in Habib Al-siyar
which began to be written at 927 AD and was finished after Shah Isma'’il I's death in 930 AD.

Keywords: Iran, Safavids, Ottoman, Kizilbash.
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8 . Kathryn Babayan, The Waning of the Qizilbash: The Spiritual and the Temporal in Seventeenth
Century Iran ( Princeton: Prinston University Press, 1993); Riza Yildirim, “Turkomans Between Two Empires:
The Origins of the Qizilbash Identity in Anatolia (1447-1514),” A Ph.D. Dissertation, history department of
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Shahzad Bashir, “The Origins and Rhetorical Evolution of the Term Qizilbash in Persianate Literature,”
Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, 57 (2014) 364-391.
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10. “The survey indicates that the term [Kizilbash] became the standard name given to devotee-
soldiers of the Safavid dynasty only gradually over the sixteenth century. Moreover, the term acquired
symbolic meanings and direct connection to the time of Shaykh Haydar (d. 1488) and Shah Isma‘l (d.
1524) only in the seventeenth century,” Bashir, pp. 364, 368, 370, 371.
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14 . Habibi, Seirlar (Baki: Sarg-Qarb, 2006).

15 . A Narrative of Italian Travels in Persia in the Fifteen and Sixteen Centuries, Translated and edited

by Charles Grey (London: Hakluyt Society, 1873), pp. VI-IX, 141-142.
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16 . Michel Mazzaoui, “The Safavid Phenomenon: An Introductory Essay.” Safavid Iran and Her
Neighbors. Edited by Michel Mazzaoui (Salt Lake City: The University of Utha Press, 2003), P.3: “Iranians
(actually Qizilbash Turks under Junayd and Haydar) were conducting ... ghaza against the Byzantine
Christian enclave of Trebizond on the Black Sea more extensively, against Cherkes territory in Georgia
and the Caucasus in general.”; Kathryn Babayan, “The Safavid Synthesis: From Qizilbash Islam to Imamite
Shi’ism,” Iranian Studies, Vol. 27, No. 1/4 (1994), P. 139: “Those handful of devoted Qizilbash who had
served Isma'’il’s father, Sultan Haydar (d. 1480), and had protected and trained Isma’il and his brothers-
those whom Jean Aubin terms the “Sufis of Lahi- jan"-initially received the most esteemed and politically
influential posts at court and in the battlefield.”

17. Matti Moosa, Extremist Shi’ites: The Ghulat Sects, p. 19: “... it is reported that in the fourteenth
century, in the province of Tekke in Asia Minor, the Kizilbash, also known there as Takhtajis (woodcutters),
were converted to Shi'ite Islam through the efforts of missionaries from Konya.” Qouted from: Joseph von
Hammer-Purgstall, Histoire de I'Empire Ottoman, vol. 4, trans. J. J. Hellert (Paris: Bellizard, Barthes, Dufour
et Lowell, 1835-43), p. 91.
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Yusuf Zia Yortkan, Anadolu’da Aleviler ve Tahtacilar, Hazirlayan Turhan Yorikan (Ankara: Turk Tarih
Kurumu Basimevi, 1998), s. 294.
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19. ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Tarihi, |l. Cilt, 4. Baski (Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi,
1983), s. 253: “Sah ismail asirlardan beri Anadoluda yasayan Kizilbaslara Dai veya Halife isimlerinde
propagandacilar géndererek onlari da kendi camiasi altina sokmaga calisiyordu.”; Halil inalcik and Giinsel
Renda, eds., Ottoman Civilization. 1. Cilt (Ankara: Ministry of Culture and Turism, 2004), p. 101: “The
militant Alawite Turkmen nomads who were known for their red conical hats since the thirteenth century,
were referred to under the general name of Kizilbas....”

20 . Dogan Kaya, Ansiklopedik Tlirk Halk Edebiyati Terimleri S6zIiigd (Ankara: Akcag, 2007), p. 434.

21. Kaya, p. 434.
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25. Ebdollah Bahari, Bihzad: Master of Persian Painting, Foreword by Annemarie Schimmel (London
and New York: I. B. Tauris Publishers, 1996), pp. 211, 212, 213, 222, 223, 224.
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32. Abdiilbaki Gélpinarli, “Kizil-Bas,” [slam Ansiklopedisi, 5. Cilt (istanbul: Milli Egitim Basimevi, 1965),
s. 789 :“... Kizil Tac Kabul edildikten sonra, iran’daki Safevi Sahlarina tabi olan bu ziimreye Siinniler
tarafindan Kizil-bas denilmis....” ; Midhat Sertoglu, Osmanli Tarih Lugat/(istanbul: Enderun Kitabevi, 1986),

s. 186: “Kizilbas, umumiyetle stinni mastlmanlarin Alevi ve Siilere verdikleri isim[dir].”

) AW i VY (o (VWA ST 83 1 505) oo b pBIS da 5 ccsphoo pme )3 38 5 ol 588 ol - YT
Cndidgs 035 BT & il yuo & dghn Jlols a5 Bp jliwd Jbols &y aiab 4 ledd | (Fpw

ool pllas 5l & & X5 o (Ve oA /WY (usladlyly s W) Lol 8 dpsdal] ol g b “):',9;;']9 St dazeo VY
Oplezall BT La o jas 2l &l > 1 ¥ Lo [IWFS (ol o5 ol8tilsy el lisl sl 5] dspder  oalitials Lot o Sl oo
Sl ow o (Slud pore Bl LS &y yols dlis Bl | sl podl gl sl W38 Hae 2b puds e IS e

{28 g5 dawly L ol 5w 9y ol

35. Tadhkirat Al-Muluk: A Manual of Safavid Administration, Translated and explained by V. Minorsky

(England, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980), p. 32:“... The original headdress of these doughty

Turcoman [Qurchi] warriors, after which they were called Qizil-bash, ‘Red-heads,” was a red cap instituted
by Shah Isma'’il’s father for his adherents.”
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38. Kaya, P. 434.

39. Giyas Siikiirov, “Safevi Devleti’'nin Kurulusu ve . Sah ismail Devri, 907- 930/ 1501-1524,” Yiiksek
Lisans Tezi, Marmara Universitesi. istanbul, 2006 s. 69.

40. Michel M. Mazzaoui and Vera B. Mareen (eds.), Intellectual Studies on Islam (Salt Lake City, Utah:
University of Utah Press, 1990, p.27.
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49 . Sivas sancag| Beyine Hikim (Evahir-i Zilka’de sene 906), Ahkam Defteri, s. 8, no. 27. See: Feridun
M. Emecen, “Osmanli Devletiinin Sark Meselesi'nin Ortaya Cikisi ilk Miinasebetler ve I¢ Yansimalari,*
Tarihten Giiniimlize Tiirk-iran lliskileri Sempozumu 16-17 Aralik 2002 Konya (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu
Basimevi, 2003), s. 44. “ ... ma’lumundur ki ol taife ne vechile ehl-i fesad taife[si] olup Yukari tarafda ne
tarikle fesad etmislerdir....”
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Cemal Canpolat, Osmanli Belgelerinde Kizilbaslar Hakkinda [dam ve Siirgtin Fermanlari (istanbul: Can
Yayinlari, 2008), s. 23. Qouted from: Hoca Sadettin Efendi, Tac u’t-Tevarih, 4. cilt (Ankara: Kultur Bakanligi,
1992), s. 52.

67. Ali Yildinm, Osmanli Engizisyonu (Ankara: Oteki Yayinlari, 1996), s. 35: “Il Beyazit zamaninda Teke
(Antalya) yoresinde yasayan Kizilbaslar Modon ve Koron kalelerine surulmustur.” Bk: Sahabettin Tekindas,
“Sahkulu Baba Tekeli isyani Belgelerle,” Turk Tarihi Dergisi, cilt 1, say 4 (1967).
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69. V. Minorsky and Shah Isma'’il I, “The Poetry of Shah Isma'’il I,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London, Vol. 10, No. 4 (1942), p. 1027a.

70. Andrew J. Newman, Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire (London and New York: |. B. Tauris,
2006), p. 2.
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History of Shah Isma’il, British Library MS. Or 3248 (Ross Anonymous). See: Said A. Arjomand, The
Shadow of God and Hidden Imam (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1984), p.vi; See
also: The Anonymous History of Shah Isma’il. Cambridge, MS. Add 200. See: M. Mazzaoui, The Origins of
the Safavids; Si'ism, Sufism, and the Gulat (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag GMBH, 1972), p. 54n.
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“This is the Alam ara-yi Safavi, believed to be the work of a mid-eleventh/seventeenth century writer,
Bizan. It is edited by Yadallah Shukri (Tehran: 1350 Sh./1971).... For the dating of this work, which was for
a long time believed by E. G. Browne and others to be an early Safavid source, see A.H. Morton, “The Date
and Attribution of the Ross Anonymous. Notes on a Persian History of Shah Isma’il I,” in Charles Melville,
ed., Pembroke Papers I: Persian and Islamic Studies in Honour of P. W. Atvey (Cambridge, 1990), 179-212.
See also, R. McChesney'’s discussion of the content and style,” ‘Alamara-ye Shah Esma’il,” Encyclopaedia
Iranica, 796-97.” See: Rosemary Stanfield-Johnson, “The Tabarra’iyan and the Early Safavids,” Iranian
Studies, Vol. 37, No. 1 (Mar., 2004), p. 47.
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72. Roger Savory, Iran under the Safavids (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980), pp. 19-20:
“Shortly before his third and fatal expedition to Shirvan in 1488, Haydar, instructed in a dream by the Imam
‘Ali, had devised for his followers the distinctive scarlet headgear, with twelve gores commemorating the
twelve Shi’i Imams, which henceforth was to be the distinctive mark of the supporters of the Safavid house,
and which led the Ottomans derisively to dub them qizilbash, or redheads. The name, used by the Ottomans
in a pejorative sense, was adopted as a mark of pride.” ; Roger Savory, “ Kizil-bash,” Encyclopedia of Islam,
New Edition, vol. V (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1986), p. 243.

73. Faruk Sumer, Safevi Devietinin Kurulusu ve Gelismesinde Anadolu Tirklerinin Rolu (Ankara: Tirk
Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1992), s. llI: “Eserde, diger Si’i topluluklarindan ayirdetmek i¢in, kurucu unsur ¢ok
defa Kizilbas adiyla anilmistir. Esasen onlar Kizilbas siizinU bizzat kendilerini ifade etmek igin iftiharla
kullanmislar, devletlerini deviet-i kizilbas, hUkimdarlarini padisah-i kizilbas, ve Ulkelerini de Glke-i kizilbas
bu tabir ile vasiflamiglardr....”
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