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The Role of Astrological Beliefs in Cosmology Mentioned in
Wonder Writers (4th to 8th AH.)

Fatemeh Zargar®

Abstract

The aim of AJA’EB AL-MAKLUQAT (The marvels of created things) written in fourth to eighth
centuries has been cosmology and showing the power of God in the creation of the world. There
are two types of cosmology in AJA’EB AL-MAKLUQAT; philosophical and mythological. Existence of
the magical powers in the world is the basis of mythological cosmology. Astrological recognition
related to mythological cosmology believes in magical powers in celestial bodies. The main
question of this article is that how the astrological beliefs affect the formation of the mythological
cosmology. In this study the historical method has been used to describe and analyze the data.
The evidence of this article shows that according to AJA’EB AL-MAKLUQAT the effects of the stars
on shaping people’s life events under the GOD'’s will is something acceptable.
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1. Travis Zadeh, “The Wiles of Creation: Philosophy, Fiction, and the ‘Aja’ib Tradition”, Middle Eastern
Literatures, vol. 13, no. 1 (2010), pp. 48-121.
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Syrinx von Hees, “Al-Qazwini’s ‘Aja’ib al-Makhlugat: An Encyclopaedia of Natural History?”, Organizing
Knowledge. Encyclopaedic Activities in the Pre-Eighteenth Century Islamic World (2006), p. 185.
2. Zadeh, p. 23.
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5. David King, “Islamic astronomy”, In Astronomy before the Telescope (London: The British Museum, 1996),
pp. 153-154.
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