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liranian and Gnostic Roots of eschatological Manichaean beliefs
Seyyed Toufigh Hosseini?

Abstract

Analysis of the roots of Manichaean Beliefs, one of obscure and archaic religion, is the one of
most important topics that has always been studied by scholars of religion. In fact, on the one
hand, Major Part of the ambiguity in the nature and origin of aspects of the Manichaean religion
was due to the lack of Primary documents and Resources of this religion that with the discovery of
numerous Primary Resources of Manichaean texts from different parts of the world opened new
fenestra on ambiguous aspects of this religion and revealed unique aspect of human thought.
On the other hand, the ambiguity and complexity of Manichaean myths due to the combined
nature of this religion prevented understanding of the nature and roots of this religion. One of
the most ambiguous aspects of this cult was the roots of the eschatological beliefs which in this
subject much research had been done but its ambiguous dimensions were still unknown. This
research with an analytical and descriptive approach based on Primary Resources concludes
that the eschatological beliefs of the Manichaean religion are influenced and formed by the
ideas of Iranian, gnostic beliefs. In fact, eschatological themes of Manichaean in constructing of
apocalyptic beliefs have been inspired by Gnostic and Iranian intellectual space. In this myth, the
story of termination of world had depicted by absorbed themes and motifs of Iranian and Gnostic
as final juagment and Apocalyptic Catastrophes and Coflagration.

Keywords: Manichaean religion, Gnostic beliefs, Iranian beliefs, Eschatology, Apocalyptic
Catastrophe.
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1. F. Ch. Baur, Das manichaische Religionssystem nach den Quellen neu untersucht und entwickelt (Tubingen,
1831).
2. G. Fligel, Mani, seine Lehre und seine Schriften: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des Manichédismus (Leipzig,
1862).
3. K. Kessler, Mani, Forschungen L(ber die manichadische Religion, Ein Beitrag zur vergleichenden
Religionsgeschichte des Orients (Berlin, 1889).
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J. P. Asmussen, Manichaean Literature (New York: Delmar, 1975), pp. 1-5.
5. F. W. K. Mlller, Handschriften-Reste in Estrangelo-Schrift aus Turfan, Chinesisch-Turkistan (Berlin, 1904).
6. C. Salemann, Manichéische Studien 1, vol. 8, nr. 10 (St. Petersburg: Académie impériale des sciences de
St. Pétersbourg, 1908).
7. W. B. Henning, “The Book of the Giants”, BSOAS 11 (1943), pp. 71-72.
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1. Hans Jonas, the Gnostic Religion (New York: Beacon Press, 2001), p. 94.
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Hans Jonas, Gnosis und spétantiker Geist, Teil 1, Die mythologische Gnosis (Berlin: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,

1988), pp. 210, 212, 238-243.

3. Ibid, pp. 94-118.

4. R. Haardt, Vom Messias zum Christus. Die Flille der Zeit in religionsgeschichtlicher und theologischer Sicht

(Wein: Herder, 1964), p. 283.

5. Rudolf Bultmann, Geschichte und Eschatologie, 2 (Mohr: Siebeck, 1964), p. 8.
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1. Stoic

2. Harrdt, pp. 317-328.

3. Valentinian

4. Syzygy

5. G. Quispel, Jewish and Gnostic Man. Eranos Lectures 3 (Dallas: Spring Publications, 1987), p. 245.
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