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A Critique of Eurocentric Theories in the Periodization of Iran's
Economic History: Ideology, Anachronism, and Meta-narrative

Naser Sedghi/Aref Narimani*

Abstract

Economic historiography in Iran is generally expressed in the form of two epistemological approaches:
Marxist-Leninist and theory of Asian mode of production. In these two approaches, despite trying to
show the economic role of social classes and government in the history of Iran, historical ideas
and experiences of feudal and capitalist economics in Europe have been extended to the economic
history of Iran. This has caused the economic history of Iran to be considered in a situation unrelated
to the historical experiences of Iranian society. This article investigates the problems and analytical
limitations of the prevailing theoretical approaches in economic historiography of Iran in terms of
intellectual and epistemological foundations. This article benefits from critical analysis method.
The results show that the analytical models governing the periodization of Iran’s economic history
have a Eurocentric aspect; and due to ideology, the imposition of Eurocentric Meta-narratives and
Anachronism, they have analytical limitations to understand the economic history of Iran. What has
prevailed in the historiography and periodization of Iran’s economic history through the socialist
and Asian approaches is not derived from the characteristics and facts of the historical economy of
Iranian society, but from a linear and evolutionary understanding of Iran’s economic history based on
the concept of progress in the historical thinking and experiences of the modern West.

Keywords: Iran’s economic history, historical time, historical periodization, Marxist-Leninist
historiography, theory of Asian mode of production.
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4. Joseph Stalin, Dialectical and Historical Materialism (Calcutta: Mass Publication, 1975), p. 16.
5. Masha Kirasirova, “Orientologies Compared: US and Soviet Imaginaries of the Modern Middle east”,
Reassessing Orientalism Interlocking Orientologies during the Cold War, Edited by Michael Kemper and Artemy

M. Kalinovsky (London & New York: Routledge, 2015), p. 21.
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J. Blakeley, (Dordrecht, Holland: D. Reidel Publishing Company, 1961), pp. 18-19.

DAYVA o WYAA Gy oSl il 1 y3) o /  Sbilocddc g bllasol Al 4 (5, (5100, 9) ¢ Sduo yuobi Y
3. Lutfi Sunar, Marx and Weber on Oriental Societies in the Shadow of Western Modernity (Farnham: ashgate,
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2015), pp. 3-6.
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