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Discoursive Changes in the Kurdish identity from the Emergence
of the Constitutional Revolution to the Rise of the Modern State
in Iran

Asaad Khani 3/ Akbar Zare Shahabadi*

Abstract

Historical narrativism and theoretical justifications have placed the nodal point of “Kurdishness” in
an idolized and transcendental conceptual position, inasmuch as the study of this phenomenon by
itself has been neglected. The present article aims to investigate the changes in the objectification
of “Kurdishness” in the period from the constitutional revolution to the rise of the modern state.
To this end, through a critique of archaicist, ethnocentric and modernist-constructivist approaches
and taking a discoursive perspective, we examine the developments of Kurdish identity to elucidate
its discoursive formations. The research method is based on Foucauldian discourse analysis and
selecting data using purposive sampling. The findings of this study indicate that the previous
epistemological order had an ethno-linguistic connotation. However, due to political developments
such as the First World War and subsequently the impending rise of a centralizing government,
identity formation mechanisms emerged and found significance in the political scene. In fact, it can
be argued that after the First World War, the ethno-linguistic and religious union as the representative
of the Kurdish identity was replaced by a social-political form.

Keywords: Objectification, Kurdishness, Kurdish identity, Epistemological order, Social-political
Form.
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2. Carla Schraml, “How is ethnicity experienced? Essentialist and constructivist notions of ethnicity in Rwanda
and Burundi”, Ethnicities, Vol. 14, No. 5 (2014), pp. 615- 633.
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