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Abstract

In the late 19th and carly 20th centuries, Iran and the Ottoman Empire witnessed
political movements triggered by the weakening of soctal solidarity, mainly due to the
changes in the external and internal conditions of the Islamic world and a long period
of political and social processes. From this point of view, the theologians (ulema’) in
both countries began their theoretical and practical activities to preserve and stabilize
their societies. Among these scholars were the ulema’ of Najaf, who played a significant
role 1n the development of new concepts and the transmission of ideas between the
two countries due to their residence on Ottoman soil and their strong cultural ties with
Tran. One of these ulema’was Agha Najafi Quchani, a disciple of Akhund Khorasani
and one of the defenders of his principled approach to the constitution. This article
attempts to examine Aghanajafi Quchant’s approach to the challenges of maintaining
social solidarity and protecting the citadel of Islam (Beyze-ye Islam) in the Iranian
and Ottoman constitutions. The article argues that in Agha Najaft’s view, the four
main components of constitutionalism, collective rationality, moral freedom and social
equality were the basts for the maintenance of social solidarity and the protection of
the citadel of Islam. This article was written using a documentary research method and
it is based on Durkheim’s theory of social solidarity.
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Introduction 350

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the constitutional movement
in Iran and the Ottoman Empire, occurring in close succession. The initial
constitutional period of the Ottoman Empire lasted from December 23,
1876, to February 14, 1878. It was driven by the young Ottomans' desire to
establish a European-style constitution. The process involved the removal of
Abdul Aziz I and the accession of Abdul Hamid II, who then suppressed the
constitutionalists. However, a second wave of constitutionalism commenced
in 1908 with the leadership of Jam’tyat-1 Ittthad va Taraqqt (the Committee
of Union and Progress), leading to the Sultan's acceptance. The constitutional
movement gained momentum in Iran in 1905 with Muzaffaruddin Shah's
endorsement. Nevertheless, Mohammad Ali Shah dissolved the parliament in
1908, triggering widespread riots and the eventual conquest of Tehran.

These movements share remarkable parallels and underpinnings, creating
a sense of interconnectedness in our historical narrative. The origins of
Iran's constitutional movement can be traced back to the Ottoman sphere,
with fundamental concepts spreading from the Ottoman Empire to Iran.
The common intellectual influences of European origin further unite these
movements. One notable similarity 1s the challenge to social solidarity, aligning
with Durkheim's delineation of social solidarity as based on the division of labor
in different societies. In both Iran and the Ottoman Empire, the emergence of
new thinkers and social classes influenced by Europe was a pivotal factor in
the constitutional movements. This shared history underscores the need for
a thorough examination of the significant social transformations within the
constitutional framework. The urgency of historical analysis 1s clear, as the
alteration of the pattern of social solidarity in both territories was a catalyst for
the emergence of constitutionalism, a journey shared by us all.

Materials and Methods

According to Durkheim's definition, division of labor is the primary basis
of social solidarity in various socteties. In Durkheim's hypothesis, human
societies are separated into mechanical and organic categories. Mechanical
societies have family solidarity and kinship; in organic societies, solidarity is
a division of labor due to the distinction between individuals. In the Iranian
and Ottoman constitutional movements, one of the leading and significant
issues was the emergence of new thinkers and new social classes influenced by
Europe. Therefore, studying the significant social changes that occurred in the
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constitutional text seems critical and necessary. Changing the pattern of social
solidarity 1n Iran and the Ottoman Empire was one of the factors leading to
constitutionalism.

Meanwhile, the scholars of Najaf were a significant class in the Iranian and
Ottoman constituttonal movements, playing a cructal role in accelerating
the movement. Their presence in the Ottoman soil and their strong cultural
connections with Iran allowed them to have a comprehensive understanding of
the social changes in the two nations. Therefore, understanding the perspectives
of Najaf scholars on the concept of constitutionalism and its foundations can
guide us 1n adapting the model of social solidarity in the Iranian and Ottoman
constitutional movements. Aghanajafi Quchani, an active thinker who has left
significant works in the field of science and practice, is one of the scholars
who has had a profound influence on the development of Najaf's thinking
and its transfer to Iran. Hence, it 1s essential to explore the ideas proposed by
Najaf scholars, including Aghanajafi Quchani, to foster social solidarity, and to
identify the main source of these 1deas.

Results and Discussion, 500

From the era of Naseruddin Shah, the neglect of the political structure towards
the educated class caused the migration of a large number of Iranian elites
and intellectuals to the Ottoman Empire. This migration, led by scholars and
intellectuals, resulted in the creation of a nucleus of journalists and freedom
fighters 1 Istanbul. The first influential newspaper of the immigrants,
Akhtar, was published 1n 1875. Another significant newspaper, Shams, was
established in Istanbul and played a crucial role in transferring the concepts of
constitutionalism from the Ottoman and Europe to the scholars of Najaf and
Iran.

Meanwhile, Aghanajafi Quchani was one of the prominent students of Akhund
Khorasani in Najaf and was greatly influenced by him. His presence in Iraq
during the constitutional era caused his view of events to become broader and
to find a comprehensive and transnational dimension. This approach is critical
in his common understanding of the social problems of Iraq (under Ottoman
influence) and the analysis of Iranian society in the constitutional era. On the
other hand, Aghanajafi 1s considered one of the commentators on Khorasani
Mukhtar's ideas on constitutionalism. This issue is well reflected in his policy
book.

On the other hand, his chronicling of Iraqi society in his journey to the Hast
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shows his critical view of the constitutional events in Iran and the Ottoman
Empire. From this point of view, Aghanajafi has assumptions about the causes
of the weakening of the Iranian and Ottoman social structure, which, 1n fact, 1s
the narrator of the common understanding of a part of Iranians living in Iraq
about constitutionalism. Therefore, to better understanding such trends, we
show the concept of social solidarity by comparing the definitions of Shams
newspaper and the scholars of Najaf to find its roots and explain the concept
in question.

This understanding was related to the constitutional events in Iran and the
Ottoman Empire and accelerated social and political developments in these
two countries. Thoughts based on reason entered the Islamic world from the
West and had a similarity with the fundamental views and the Samarra school
regarding the place of reason. These ideas were transmitted without resistance
by scholars like Akhund Khorasant. In the Qajar era, tyranny was defined as
self-restraint and self-liberation. This concept was used by the scholars and
writers of Najaf and it was brought up in an undisguised way 1n the Ottoman
government. The scholars of Najaf not only derived the legitimacy of the
constitutional government from Islam, but also emphasized that political and
social life should be preserved by the continuation of Islamic traditions and
rules. Ignoring these traditions has led to the weakening of social solidarity
and cultural instability, and selfish interests have been preferred over merit and
divine laws. These issues are attributed to human rationality and commitment.

Conclusion

Since the end of the 19th century, with the intensification of the entry of
modern ideas mnto Iran and the Ottoman Empire, the thinkers of the two
nations tried to understand the frameworks of the new concepts. The main
goal of the thinkers of the two countries was to organize new concepts of
solidarity and social unity in their societies. Despite this, due to the structural and
individual barriers within the Iranian and Ottoman governments, revolutionary
movements were accompanied by social rebellion and the weakening of the
power structure and soctal solidarity. Among the pioneer thinkers in this field
were the scholars of Najaf who, due to their presence on Ottoman soil as
an intermediary, played a role in the emergence and understanding of some
modern ideas. One of these scholars, Aghanajafi Quchani, was one of the
students of Akhund Khorasani and one of the prominent members of the
Usuli School of Samarra. Since childhood, he entered the seminary circles of



135 / The Challenge of Protecting the Citadel of Islam in the Iranian and Ottoman ...

Iran in Isfahan and then Najaf. During his 20-year stay in Najaf, he combined
the intellectual mind and mystical passion, creating amalgams of traditional and
modern thoughts. He was present 1n Najaf during the constitutional process
of Iran and the Ottoman Empire and closely witnessed the expansion of the
constitutional movement 1n Iran and the Ottoman Empire.

Therefore, understanding his thoughts on the Constitution can show the
transfer of new concepts from the Ottoman to Iran. Among the wide range of
his thoughts in this regard, we can mention the concept of the testicle of Islam,
which 1s a narrator of a type of social solidarity. Aghanajafi, like his Ottoman
counterparts, including Medhat Pasha and Jalal Nourt, considered political and
social tyranny and disregard for Islamic traditions to be the most critical factors
in weakening social solidarity or Islam. In this field, he mostly agrees with his
teacher, Akhund Khorasani. Therefore, he often expresses his thoughts by
explaining the mullah's ideas. He considers the four main components of the
Constitution, collective reason, freedom, and equality, to be the basis and basis
for the revival and preservation of the testicles of Islam, and based on this,
he presents a kind of model of philosophical ethics in the soctal framework.
Based on this, from his point of view, the Constitution has a moral concept
that opposes tyranny. From Quchani's point of view, constitutionalism refers
to moral restraints and emotional requirements, while tyranny 1s linked to self-
indulgence. Based on this, it 1s in the restraints of the ego that reason finds
room for thinking and can appear in the social field. Therefore, the position of
collective reason is higher than the imperfect reason of one person because it
1s a condition of constitutionalism. Freedom and equality are comprehensible
only in certain areas and are seen as an offshoot of intellectual freedom.
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