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Abstract

Following the opening of the political and intellectual space in Iran in the 1320s, various
political parties emerged with their different ideologies and programs. One of these
parties was “the "Association for the Freedom of the Iranian People” (Jam Tyyat-c
Azadi-ye Mardom-e Iran), which began its activities around the same time as the
nationalization of the Iranian oil industry. This article aims to explain the ideology
and the political, social and economic goals of “the "Association for the Freedom of
the Iranian People” based on a descriptive-analytical method using primary sources.
The party, based on its own analysis, saw Iranian society on the verge of social
transformation and promoted agendas based on a specific ideology to realize this
transformation. The basis for this ideology was theistic socialism, i.e. a combination
of socialism and Islamic religious identity, on the basis of which the party pursued
its goal% Among the most important goals pursued by the party were the protection
of Iran's independence and territorial integrity, the creation of a democratic national
government, the nationalization of natural resources and their exploitation on the
basis of a national socialist ideology, the development of mechanization, the cession
of agricultural land to farmers, the extension of property rights, the nationalization
of heavy industry, the provision of public health care and cultural products, the
fight against materialistic and superstitious ideas, the support of Islamic principles to
strengthen faith, intellectual and moral growth in society, the guarantee of women’s
rights and the strengthernng of the family structure.
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Introduction

With the outbreak of World War II, Reza Shah surrendered and abdicated 1n
favor of his son. Following this change and the emergence of new conditions,
space was given for political and intellectual action. Because of this relatively
free political environment, competition, cooperation, connection, integration,
and conflict between different ideologies emerged, and various organizations
and parties formed. Tudeh Party, Iran Party, Adalat Party, Watan Party, and
National Unity Party were among these parties.

In addition to these political parties, different currents of thought with
different ideologies also emerged, which became the basis for forming new
political parties. One of these intellectual currents was the "Socialist God-
worshipping Movement," which, by criticizing the materialistic and religious
discourses of the time, proposed the ideology of socialism based on god-
worship and organized its political, economic, and soctal programs based on
it. After some time, some members of this intellectual current, following the
apparent political activity and playing a role 1 the internal developments of
Iran, created a political organization called "National Movement of Iran."
Later, the members of this political organization integrated into this party due
to the alliance with the Iranian party. Then, in February of 1331, parallel to the
conflict of the national government with tyranny and colonialism, the coalition
of the Movements and the Iranian Party broke up, and they created a new party
called "Association for the Freedom of the Iranian People” (Jam tyyat-e Azadi-
ye Mardom-e Iran). From the beginning, this newly founded party propagated
the ideology of socialism based on theism and published its various political,
economic, and soctal programs through its official organ, the Iranian People's
Daily. The subject of this research is to explain the ideology and programs of
this party.

Materials and Methods

This article was written using historical methods and data analysis. About
this topic, as far as the author has checked, independent work has yet to be
written so far. Most works have limited themselves to giving a brief and general
report about this population only during the introduction of political parties
and organizations. However, in the two comprehensive works published
about the socialist god movement, the Jamiat Azadi people of Iran and its
programs are also mentioned. One of these two is the book of the Socialist
God-worshippers Movement by Mahmoud Nekorouh (2013). In this book, the
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author has provided a brief report on how the party was formed and how it
acted during the Mossadegh National Government until the 1953 coup d'état.
He has only mentioned the text of the manifesto and individual contract of the
party and some articles of the party's founders, without any analysis. The other
1s the well-documented and prestigious study of socialist god worshipers from
the gatherings to the people's freedom society written by Mohammad Hossein
Khosrupanah (1400), which was very helpful in writing this research. In this
comprehensive work, Khosrupanah has provided a detailed report on the
organization and political activities of the Iranian People's Freedom Movement
from the beginning of its activities until the August 28 coup. In addition, he
has briefly explained some parts of Jamiat's programs by describing the party's
performance. In the current research, which is independent research about this
party, an attempt 1s made to explain and explain the ideology and programs of
the population in a complete and orderly manner by relying on the analytical
and descriptive approach of the sources, especially by focusing on the official
organ of the party, i.e., the Iranian People's Daily. The questions should be
answered: What were the components and features of the ideology of the
Iranian People's Freedom crowd, and what political, economic, and social
programs did the crowd pursue according to this ideology? Jamiat Azadi people
of Iran were one of the influential parties of the National Movement period.
Therefore, explaining its views can help us understand this period's intellectual
and political paradigm.

Results and Discussion

The fall of Reza Shahi's government led to the resumption of activities of
national forces and freedom fighters. However, the supremacy of selfishness
and individualism prevented the creation of social organizations to fulfill
democratic demands. This issue provided the basis for authoritarian forces
to gain power. Against the anti-national and reactionary forces, the national
movement began to realize socialist and democratic demands. The population
of 1ts members was active in political, social, and economic struggles, along with
belief in God and socialism. Its programs included defending independence,
supporting moral principles, and implementing socialist reforms to improve
matertal conditions. In its political and social program, the population paid
spectal attention and support to the lower classes of society, workers and
peasants. They promised the workers that they should start a savior battle to
end the shameful life and the gradual Black Death.



Journal of History of Iran,Vol 16, No 2,Autumn & Winter 2023 / 156

In addition, they recognized the working classes as the organized and leading
ranks of this social struggle and expected them to base their revolution on the
social, moral, and spiritual foundation. They also paid special attention and
support to the peasants as a class that experienced deprivation, humiliation,
and distress 1n the feudal equations and declared that the ownership of barren
forests and other natural resources should be transferred to the society. We
concluded that if the land is not used for agriculture, it does not belong to
individual ownership, and as a natural and eternal heritage, it should be used
according to social requirements and legal conditions. The party sought to
overthrow the monarchy and establish a democratic and socialist government,
and for this purpose, it launched campaigns with three demands: freedom,
equality, and faith in God. They were looking for a human-centered socialist
future and believed that by forming the Islamic Front, they could be a powerful
force against the two world fronts. The party suggested that the people support
the creation of a united socialist organization to destroy the oppressive and
feudal capitalist regime. They also warned that any effort to be flexible and
compromise with this capitalist system would only benefit the wealthy groups
and harm the working classes. In this way, he encouraged the National Front
party as a tool to fight against foreign colonialism and warned that Mossadegh's
government was indifferent to internal reforms. This party believed that
definitive and fundamental reforms require comprehensive and social efforts.

Conclusion

According to the intellectual and political developments of the era, the
Association for Freedom of Iranian People thought that the Iranian society was
on the threshold of transition from the current situation to another. According
to them, this transition will be democratic, social, and socialist. Therefore, it
prepared and propagated its ideology and programs in line with this transition's
advancement and faster realization. In this general program, the ideology of
the Socialist Party was based on the worship of God, formulated through the
criticism of contemporary intellectual discourses, especially the materialistic
and traditional religious discourses. It paid attention to the two intellectual
cores of Western modernity and the religious culture of the indigenous society.
In other words, in this ideology, western socialism (minus its materalistic
aspect) was placed next to religious identity (Islam in its monotheistic form).
According to them, realizing the transition will be possible only by relying on
this ideology and creating an all-inclustve party, they were trying to create. They
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prepared a political, social, and economic program based on this ideology.
According to this program, in the political arena, they sought to overthrow the
monarchy and establish a democratic and national military, and in the social
and economic arenas, they sought to implement socialist programs. Among
the most important goals pursued by the party were the protection of Iran's
independence and territorial integrity, the creation of a democratic national
government, the nationalization of natural resources and their exploitation on
the basis of a national socialist ideology, the development of mechanization,
the cession of agricultural land to farmers, the extension of property rights,
the nationalization of heavy industry, the provision of public health care and
cultural products, the fight against materialistic and superstitious 1ideas, the
support of Islamic principles to strengthen faith, intellectual and moral growth
in society, the guarantee of women’s rights and the strengthening of the family
structure.
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