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Abstract

The legitimacy of the Safavids was widespread to the extent that hardly anyone
believed that they could be replaced as kings of Iran. The long shadow of the Safavid
dynasty persisted even for years after its demise insofar as the main problem of
Ashraf Afghan's government was its lack of legitimacy. Accordingly, all his efforts
were devoted to solving this problem. This article attempts to examine the reasons for
Ashraf Afghan’ lack of legitimacy, his solutions and the degree of his success based
on a descriptive-analytical method and using primary archival sources. The findings
show that the shadow of Safavid legitimacy weighed on Ashraf Afghan’s government,
forcing him to use various means to gain legitimacy. These included issuing letters
of amnesty, confirming the deed of endowment for Shiite holy sites, minting coins
with legends that would not provoke his Shiite subjects, marrying into the legitimate
royal family (Safavids) and being recognized by the Ottoman and Russian empires.
However, these acts could not help Ashraf Afghan and his Shiite subjects did not
support him in the face of Nader’s invasion, which put an end to his rule.
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Introduction

With the accession of Shah Ismail Iin 907 AH /1502 AD and the officialization
of the Twelver Imam Shi'ism, a government was established in Iran that ruled
for 220 years. The economic boom and the consolidation of the foundations
of the government on the two foundations of Sufism and Shism caused this
government to gain such legitimacy that few thought that anyone other than the
Safavid dynasty could rule this country. The heavy shadow of Safavid rule was
widespread for years after its extinction; in such a way, that Nader, who sat on
the throne by the strength of his sword, was forced to form the Mughan Plain
Council, and Karim Khan Zand did not call himself the king, but called himself
the representative of the subjects. The Safavid government was overthrown
by some of its subjects who were Sunnis. Ashraf Afghan took measures to
legitimize his government, which is discussed in this research. This article seeks
to answer the question of what was the main challenge of the Ashraf Afghan
government and what measures did he take to solve 1t, in a historical way and
by using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on archival documents
and original sources. Did the actions lead to success? No research work was
found that dealt with this issue according to this approach and using original
documents and sources. Only Javad Mousavt Dalini, in his article [1], has
analyzed the change in the themes of the coins after the Afghans of Gholzai
came to power. His emphasis is on the change of Shia rituals to Sunni concepts,
and he has not mentioned the lack of legitimacy of the Afghan government,
which is the subject of this research. This unique research approach promises
to shed new light on this historical period.

Materials and Methods

This research article aims to tackle the Ashraf Afghan government's major
challenge and provide a detailed examination of the historical measures
implemented to address this challenge. The approach mnvolves a descriptive-
analytical method that heavily relies on archival documents and sources. The
study also aims to assess the effectiveness of the government's actions in dealing
with the identified challenge. It 1s important to note that more existing literature
1s needed to utilize this method and draw on original sources to explore this issue.
Although Javad Mousavi Dalint's article offers an analysis of the transformation
of coin themes following the Afghan Gholzai's rise to power, with a focus on
the shift from Shia rituals to Sunni concepts, it does not discuss the issue of the
Afghan government's legitimacy, which is the central theme of this research.
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Results and Discussion

The main problem of Ashraf Afghan to sit on the Safavid throne was the
llegitimacy of his government. Ashraf knew that until he could solve this
problem, he would not be able to win over his rivals and sit on the throne.
During his rule, 18 people claimed the throne of Iran. It was natural for people
with any relationship with the Safavid dynasty to claim the throne. One of
these people, Seyyed Ahmad Khan, was the granddaughter of Shah Suleiman,
who captured areas of Fars and Kerman and minted coins in his name but
was defeated and killed. Ashraf's first move to legitimize his rule was to force
the deposed king to put the royal crown on his head. This act 1s reminiscent of
the mscriptions of the Sassanid kings who took the Kiani crown from Ahura
Mazda (the source of legitimacy).

Of course, Ashraf could not implement the policy of seeking legitimacy from
the Safavids because he relied on the Afghan and Sunni forces and had to
respect their side. One of those who was the mentor of Mushir and Mushar
Ashraf, Mullah Saffron, was a fanatical Sunni cleric. As soon as Mullah Saffron
arrived in Isfahan, he issued a fatwa that "Isfahanis and all the people of Iran
are rafidis and disbelievers." In some cases, the victims were beaten and flogged
in the presence of Mullah Saffron so much that they died or lay in bed for many
days.

The crisis of legitimacy in Afghanistan arose from the sitting of Ashraf Afghan
on the Safavid throne. He realized that without solving this problem, he could
not beat his competitors. During the reign of Ashraf, 18 people claimed the
throne of Iran. His problem was that he had to prove the legitimacy of his
government. He took steps to legitimize it but faced obstacles. Mullah Saffron,
Ashraf's principal adviser, strongly opposed his policies. These issues caused
Ashraf to fail to obtain the necessary legitimacy for his government. Qutbuddin
Mohammad Nirizi, a Safavid scholar and Sufi, examines the relationship
between the legitimacy of the Safavid government and religious nobility. He
advises Shah Sultan Hossein to make peace with another sect to save the
lives of Muslims and prevent famine and drought. Ashraf has maintained the
legitimacy of his government by taking measures such as issuing a letter of
trust and paying attention to the votes and needs of his subjects. He justifies
the subjects to obey this Safavid dynasty. These methods have caused the
Safavids to enjoy more legitimacy and continue their rule. Barya Cafe is the
residence of merchants and different people of Isfahan, which has been a part
of Isfahan's Sultanate for the entire duration of this city's establishment. This
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palace, the center of Iran's government, had a basts for obedience and respect
for its subjects. The decree 1ssued by Ashraf showed this obedience, respect,
and called the people of Isfahan to serve as trustees for the legitimacy of his
government. This decree had a typical seal in the form of a crown, which
showed Ashraf's simplicity and trusting spirit. Most of these seals contain
poems with religious themes, such as seals that refer to Ali and his family or
sentences such as "the servant of Shah Wilayat Abbas." The Shah Abbas I of
Safavid's seal dates back to 1012 AD. The insignia of the seals of the Safavid
kings has been the focus of Chardin, who refers to them as the subject of their
pride and honor, as the descendants and descendants of the Imams.

Conclusion

The historical research indicates that the Safavid government's legitimacy cast
a significant shadow over the Ashraf Afghan government. Ashraf Afghan was
compelled to seck legitimacy through various means, as it posed the primary
challenge for his government, driving all his actions. These measures included
extending trust to the people of Isfahan, establishing endowments for places
revered by Shia subjects, minting coins bearing a seal sensitive to the beliefs
of Shia subjects, forging a marital alliance with the Satavid family, and seeking
recognition from the Ottoman and Russian governments. However, the
findings of this research reveal that these efforts failed to aid Ashraf, leading
to his inability to rally Shia subjects to his cause, which ultimately left him
vulnerable to Nader Shah's army. Nader's assaults further complicated Ashraf's
rule, ultimately undermining his government.
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