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Abstract

Since 1332 AH (1914 AD), the migration of Russian subjects to northern Iran was
the beginning of a new chapter in the relations between Iran and Russia. The main
cause of this matter was the change in Russian immigration policy, which made it a
political strategy for Russia. The Russian government planned to colonize these areas
by settling immigrants in the northern parts of Iran, especially in Astarabad province,
and gradually separate them from Iran. The immigrants who arrived in this area were
composed of different groups who had their own reasons for migration. This article
attempts to identify the composition of Russitan immigrants in Iran and the reasons
for their migration, the process of migration to Astarabad, and the response of Iranian
authorities and local governors using a descriptive-analytical method based on archival
and documentary sources. The results show that the immigrants were mainly Turkmen
and Molokans who were encouraged by Russtan statesmen through the promise of
land. Consequently, their arrival in Astarabad led to the appropriation and seizure of
the land, which in turn increased Russian power and influence in the area and left a
deep cultural impact.
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Introduction

Russtan expansionism in the northern regions of Iran, particularly in the 19th
and early 20th centuries, became one of the most significant issues in their
relations. The roots of this expansionism can be traced back to the great power
competition and the strategic location of northern Iran. Given the proximity
of these regions to warm waters and British-controlled India, Russia sought to
expand its influence and achieve its geopolitical objectives. Among these regions,
the province of Asterabad, due to its geographical location and the weakness of
the Iranian central government, became a primary focus of Russian expansion.
The Russians employed various methods, including political, economic, and
military influence, to gain control over this region. One of the most important
methods was the immigration of Russian subjects to Asterabad.

Russian immigration to Asterabad had multiple motives. Some immigrants
came for economic and commercial reasons, while others had political or
mulitary missions. With the increasing number of Russian immigrants, Russia's
influence 1n Asterabad strengthened, and the region gradually became one of
Russia's strongholds in Iran.

This research aims to examine the process of Russian immigration to the
province of Asterabad and analyze the consequences of this immigration. The
main research questions are: What factors motivated Russians to immigrate to
Asterabad? Which groups of Russian subjects immigrated to Asterabad? What
were the consequences for Asterabad and Iran?

To answer these questions, a descriptive-analytical method has been employed,
using archival documents and library resources. This research focuses on the
immigration of ordinary Russian subjects to Asterabad.

The research first examines the historical background of the subject and
the studies conducted in this field. It then explores the process of Russian
immigration to Asterabad and its reasons. Subsequently, the consequences of
Russtan immigration for Asterabad and Iran are analyzed. Finally, the research
results and recommendations are presented.

Given the importance of migration and its impact on Iran-Russia relations,
this research can benefit researchers in contemporary Iranian history and
international relations. Additionally, this research can contribute to a better
understanding of the political and social developments in the Asterabad region.

Materials and Methods

This study aims to investigate the process of Russian immigration to the
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province of Asterabad by examining archival documents and library resources.
The research will also analyze the consequences of this immigration. Given the
extenstve nature of the topic, this study will focus solely on the migration of
ordinary Russian citizens, often referred to as "common people” in historical
narratives.

Previous research on Russian immigration to Asterabad has primarily focused
on broader themes such as colonialism and the impact of foreign powers on
the region. For instance, Rajaei's "Colonization in the Green Land" discusses
the presence of Russia and Britain in Asterabad, providing valuable but brief
insights into the cultural impact of Russians. This work mentions groups like
the Molokan sect but does not delve into other immigrant communities such
as Afghans and Turkmens. Moreover, it relies less heavily on archival sources.
Nouraei and Andreyeva's article, "Russian Immigrants and Their Settlement
in Farly 20th Century Iran: Another Phase of Colonialism," analyzes Russian
colonization in eastern Iran, focusing on migration processes, settlement
mechanisms, and land acquisition. However, it primarily relies on non-
Iranian sources and provides limited details on the various immigrant groups,
their impact, and Iranian government policies. Nouraet and Saadat's article,
"Explaining Russtan Ownership in Rasht, Tabriz, and Asterabad," investigates
Russtan land ownership in Asterabad but does not examine the immigration
process or its consequences.

The current study aims to build upon these previous works by conducting a
more in-depth analysis of archival documents. By focusing on internal sources,
this research seeks to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the
immigration process and its implications.

Results and Discussion

For instance, a report from the Bandar Gaz border post on 25 Rabi” al-Thani
1328 AH (July 4, 1910) mentioned that 10 to 12 families of Russian Molokans
had settled there.
J.E Kirkine estimated that before World War I, approximately 2,000 Russian
immigrants resided in Astarabad. Furthermore, in the months leading up to the
war, a new wave of migration began, as shown below:
In 1332 AH (1913 AD), around 2,500 people entered Astarabad.
According to Taishkov, the number of Russian immigrants in Astarabad
and Mazandaran reached approximately 4,000 in 1333 AH (1914 AD).
However, Sakharov’s reportin 1335 AH (December 1916) suggested that the
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estimated population of Russian residents in the villages of the Astarabad
region was around 1,500.

The Russian newspaper Roosky reported that in 1332 AH (December 28,
1913), General Lavrov stated that many Russian subjects had migrated to Iran
from Turkestan and European Russia. Most settled in the fertile valleys of the
Gorgan and Atrek rivers, and their numbers were estimated to be close to 700
households. These migration patterns significantly affected the demographic
landscape and cultural dynamics of Astarabad during that period.

Conclusion

The migration between Iran and Russia, especially in border areas, has been
happening since before the 20th century, but its scale and impact were limited.
In the early 20th century, this phenomenon intensified and continued in later
periods. Even Cossacks migrated to northern Iran during the eatly years of
Reza Shah Pahlavi's reign. Between 1330 and 1332 AH (1912-1914 CE), the
Russtan government implemented a policy to create settlements in northern
Iran. This led to a significant increase in migration to these regions, especially to
Asterabad. Many Russian citizens were encouraged by government officials to
leave their homes and settle in the fertile areas of Asterabad. However, around
1334 AH (1916 CE), this policy began to decline, and Russian immigrants were
more motivated by escaping the internal problems caused by World War I and
the Russian Revolution. The main groups of immigrants to the Asterabad
region were the Molokan sect, Turkmens, Russian Afghan refugees, and war
refugees and political asylum seckers.

The presence of these immigrants resulted in the seizure of large tracts of land
and significant influence in the region, supported by the Russian consul and
officials. The Russtan immigrants gained power in various political, military, and
economic spheres, bringing Russia closer to its goal of colonizing and separating
these regions from Iran. Additionally, the immigrants had a significant impact
on the local culture, with some of these influences persisting to this day.

The policy of Iranian government officials and local rulers towards the influx
of Russian immigrants was initially passive and, in many cases, silent. However,
during the war years and with the onset of the Russian Revolution, as Russian
power and influence waned, the Iranian government gained more courage to
pursue its demands, although it ultimately did not achieve significant results.
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