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Presence of Iranians in the Political Hierarchy of the Early
Islamic Caliphate and its Impact on the Medieval Cultural
Developments

Nayere Dalir3 Mansoure Karimi Qahi#

Abstract

After the dominance of Arabs in Iran in the early Islamic history, various types of resistances and
oppositions occurred. The oppositions throughout the first few centuries of the Arab rule in Iran included
political and armed confrontation against official authority, and more importantly theoretical research and
debates to challenge Muslims. Furthermore, a group of Iranians who had converted to Islam, endeavored
to penetrate into the political hierarchy of the Caliphate, and actively participated in cultural and scientific
development of society all of which prevented the extinction of Iranian cultural presence in society. The
main purpose of this article is to review of the relationship between the political power of influential Iranians
in the hierarchy of political power of Caliphate and cultural development of society. This review proves that
the extensive presence of Iranian influential households in the power structure of Abbasid Caliphate was
the main cause for the establishment and progression of their cultural and scientific framework.

Iranians actively participated in the development of political, economic, religious, and administrative
foundations throughout Abbasid era. Furthermore, they played a significant role in the advancement
of Arabic and Persian literature, philosophy, natural sciences and industries related to writing such as
fabrication of paper and pencils. This article, based on the method of “historical explanation,” seeks to
analyze the cultural and scientific outcome of the presence of Iranians in the political power structure of
the period of Abbasid Caliphate.

Key words: Iranians, Abbasid Caliphate, Cultural developments, Scientific Centers, hierarchy of
political power.
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