(YA s ola) YYAY Sl (liensls VY/0 o jlact o)yl gyl
Iran History: No 72/5, Summer - Autumn 2013 (Spring 2014)

#olodU Lg‘d.oU).g L “,Sso.oU d“‘fi" fO‘f.J')-.’.‘ @‘9"“‘"9)*” po>
'G5 e oo

LXVOCS
loj b Gl g jlivo dadly ol Sl ol bl 428878 o liea oy 03,90 Siliko (bl 1 ol p2p0 calybdbgpiio iz
e S5 2 )b Bl (GlT e 93y e (] 13 39290 Sl Sl 485115 55583 90 a8 ll (o)l 3915
Wy ol il (Fo )b disoj b seloisl GLail g Sgacio puilons 4355 0 518 457 9.5 o i8S jlai 10 (28 83)ly g o gy b
Cubgpio jinis olUpgd o pito 13391 pyime Lol jl clow pll iz (il )81 sl olgi g o () VIS (sl yipS el
O Olise |y pol o ol gy o polol al yo 295 g0 030 S paolios oty inid g i) B Lo ¢ Jigr ol 4
bewlss onl Fo)lb lojenlijl il SlpSTg0d (oo pllsi ()50 13 g pita i il 5 alTL 42,8 ol g0 iy
oy pole om0 e gy )5 Eokee 4 )5 il e o ) SR e 53 Gl b g 332 el 05— e slacedly
o & Gy g3 (Lol LG 93 3o ladidly (el oad ool e (ad s 5 (Pl 3856 gy Jl lejen 5 Cul (25
e cgbogtio o s sl (lo U 515055 50 0 o Cabbgie (Kol 5SS gl e 8o psles Grins
celio s (o s oloil 5 i ) o588 ol pgd a0 U Canedly )00 sl eyl IS 2,50,

ol 0355 3ol poolen ) 55113 Limas 4573y S oo (sl sl S35 Aol |y g pio By 350 5 )l Lo (sl gl
hSojl iosmliilyS o3 ol ol Selital plali delips sy Saali g o uolidple b ol ccubgpiio Gt i sblS' 15y

Iranian constitutional movement: An impossible illusion or
an incomplete plan

Mohammad Ali Akbari?

Abstract

Despite the fact that the issue of Iranian constitutional movement has been variously studied by researchers
from different perspectives, only few studies have ever explored this significant event in its relation to the historical
context of Iran. Most studies carried out in the field have taken two major theorethical stances: the first one holds
that constitutionalism is believed to be a foreign import, and thus lacks any contextual congruency or social
relevance to the historical context of Iran. This can suggest that from the very beginning the constitutionalists’
attempts to establish such a political order were doomed to failure. The second stance ascribes the failure of the
constitutional movement to external factors, foreigners’ interventions and poor leadership.

Accordingly, the purpose of the current study is twofold: I) To examine if the failure of the Iranian
constitutional movement in establishing a democratic political order was simply due to the asynchrony of the
plan and the concrete-conceptual realities of Iran Il) To theorize, if possible, an alternative explanatory pattern.
To this end, both historical investigation and causal explanation are used as the research methodologies. The
findings of research indicate that despite its ability to explain the failure of Iranian constitutional movement, the
impossibility pattern proves to be a reductive approach which cannot account for other aspects of the historical
reality. The findings also reveal that the alternative pattern (the incomplete plan) offers a credible explanation
for the existing structural deficiencies, and considers constitutionalism as an open-ending project of a political
transformation to come - what is still a matter of concern and relevance to the contemporary history of Iran.
Keywords: The Constitutional Movement of Iran, Teleology, Impossible project, Incomplete plan,

Philosophic abstention, Democratization, Constructivism.
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