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The Role of the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan in the
Resistance Escalation of Large Landowners in the First Phase of
the Land Reform in Iranian Kurdistan

Shahin Ranaei?

Abstract

The provisions of the first phase of the land reform of the Shah’s White Revolution limited the
amount of the large landowners’ proprietorship to just one village. Although the legal articles of
the reform covered the whole country, the landowners showed resistance against it. In Kurdistan
Province, the conflicts took place against the reform. The present study asks the following question:
Why did Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan support the landowners and oppose the reform
despite the fact that it had promised people to support it? According to the findings of the studly,
the party incited the conflict between the landowners and government officials and even caused
armed conflict between them. Although land reform had been one of the main principles of the
party, it regarded the Shah’s land reform a means for suppressing social discontents. Besides,
it saw the reform as a threat to the Kurdish nationalistic ideas. Through implementation of land
reforms, local governments, tribal leaders and eventually the party would have lost their power and
the hegemony of the central government would have been administered instead of them. It needs to
be mentioned that the party’s financial dependency on landowners and the contemporary uprising
of Iraqi Kurdistan influenced the party and its decision to oppose the Shah’s land reforms.
Keywords: Kurdistan, Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, The First Phase of Land Reform,

Large Landowners, Kurdish Nationalist Ideas.
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66. Afsaneh Najmabadi, Land Reform and social change in Iran (Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 1987), pp. 4-7; Rudulph, p. 136.
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