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Representation of Sheikh Fazlollah Noori in the Historiography
of Islamist Discourse in the Islamic Republic Era

Amin Arian Rad3/Alireza Mollaiy Tavani*

Abstract

Sheikh Fazlollah Noori was represented as a negative figure in constitutionalism discourse’s
historiography as someone who defended the constitution revolution at the beginning yet finally due
to his disagreement with two other constitutionalist clergy leaders, Seyyed Mohammad Tabatabaei
and Seyyed Abdollah Behbahani lead him to join anti-constitutionalists and become an advocate
of despotism, and accompany Mohammad Ali Shah; the shift that at the one hand encouraged the
Shah to murder and suppress constitutionalists, eventually leading to Sheikh’s trial and execution. But
during Islamic Republic rejgn, another representation had been presented against the representation.
The research question is that in the era of Islamic Republic which and why representations of Sheikh
Fazlollah Noori did replace the noted representation in historiography of constitutionalism discourse?
For this problem, Critical Discourse Analysis Method, specially Wodak’s Discourse Historical Approach,
is applied. Findings show that in the period of Islamic Republic, influenced by social-political context
which characterized as anti-monarchy, anti-West and Gharbzadegi (Westernized), anti-imperialism and
anti-intellectual, Sheikh Fazlollah Noori was represented as a great and positive character who was
independent, advocate of Velayat-e Faqih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist) and Islamic government,
and obviously opposite of monarchy and Westernization, like all clergymen resisted ceaselessly against
colonization and despotism, and died a martyr in this way.

Keywords: Representation, Historiography, Sheikh Fazlollah Noori, Constitution, Pahlavi, Islamic
Republic.
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4. Associate Professor, institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies. Email: ar.mollaiy@ihsc.ac.ir



\YaA Q\:\u.a",_g"):a:n\.’\ﬂ aJLA.J'.u\\' GJJJ:Qb:\l&A‘,lﬁ / 4y

o

LV-RUP

358 o S ol (slis L 51 Slie (ol pobos g 5 (slaily) g ple ysboes 23l
cnl ol el slosnl (ol €L Lo 5 4095 acaly) Julod g () ool 51 (S 95
£9 9 S 9 Slio Ll b sl (Sl o &8 olacyls) il S 55b ol lacyls,
olisgy g el Sy laculsy ol ) bilcoglaie Wl gy g bacuuases o)bys aallis b 5 SVl
oo @ gl g cpased oolis (Sly g o)lainl S a5 Kb o0 Bl b S5y S5
S IS 1 olaz] sl L 8 i ) 5o bl (2 g o ol sie 5 e
cnl 4 428 > ol a8)S 18 4295 3590 (698 ll Ja o Cpann b 51T o' ol
IS gl a0 P8 g sl (oMl (5 p9802 sy 6 ) & Sl (Sienl 990
O & i ol p ) )l Culg)il CangSa gle g Cules 3)90 (S leiiS oS Sloj
el ()55 45 (g9 03y S g allie cuitlanly oo ol 51,3187y 13 j)loo Cuslg,
So9re 1Sl LeiS ()50, )3 6y Al S e Cpased (ool gy ol alins
G G lmdn y d )3 45 D sy (28 (oo (ol 0 4565 (0 g sl (I
885 )18 (oMl (6 y9002 )5E,0 slasles o LSl et (653 ) 4 55 3, 90 all L2
Yol de 5 808 cuniio (g9 4 (Sl 42 TS (ISl 458 Fud 6,6 g5 0l
S 03)5] aliel ugus 9 o] J GBS (595 5 Abgyte Gl 4 g9 (2l)S e Gl
Olyeds olgdabogdio ()laidS () 0500 13 695 Al b fend oS ol dalyd () gl
le sl Coles 5 Lol il abog o 1 (6,138,1 4y 5Lel 3 4 canl s oledsb bke  masid
g Mol ()la8)b g abog e e Cho 4y A5 Ggo elgiabgplin Jlog) ;K03 ) 93 L
Gosted 050 ;0 &S oy el of placl ay ol 3 &S (g y0l S () ol Jedoza b g
Calgyil & jyloe Sl gy (A5 & dagi Sty 2 CeagSx Culos 3590 (gl Sl (aiiS oS oM
sz ladia | (S 3le S5y g olgabog e (6)S57,U L (5l )3 S plesal &)U
035 ) ()98 Al Jidd s s I gte (2ol 503 laasiz (e S5yeS g S
(S5 Pl 2 48 A (Bme G pibibile g dnlne S, 5 JelS sl ales G 0)9 0l 3
il lnls g oMo CngSin g i ¥ )16 oS stpuasids 3,5 Solium) Slistal 5 o
gy @30 4y oy ol )3 5 390 clales

1. representation



QY /5l ySadhunl LSS (¢ I8z )5 5 (5590 Al Judd feoacls Caseadialy alad 3l

)‘ odlaz! £9um g odlazwh u‘&'-" L gy ) ul.wlm)j Jdlaﬁ LQ(.; ] 0395 M gy
ol Sllas oMl (5550002 093 5 Lol ol sy g gudg0 pl 4 Jles| JSb a0 "« )b
iU yo5 (glacudloaly 13,8 s dwd dw & g o |y e Cpl il 0ad aldbes (59 0,50
)5 sles )18 o g ol 3550 dlie e 40 a5 LS o bandllie ¢ ogSs (ladalisy, 1
5 00 odla_wl Sy (Su )b SlesaS 5,59, 0594 ( oolal lasaS Jdoo g, 5l dllae ol )
(Ml GlotaS” Jolos )3 gl oyte Jelod (sl 5l (Bl olil )50 slagyie JoloS (6l
slad [0 g, sl ¥l oas 03y 00 Yl g "ol b sbuw! ‘Yd)liioli 2 oo
Ggu )by dll fuad gu b Canase b ool 4 sl ) 50,b la leiaS blas 5 o
wesdisn oMl (Sp5re 093 ISl

olgdabg puiio (soiiS’ (5 ) BT7 )b )3 Al i Feend Camadus 2lod U
Sl onds (6 JASAL (55 &g 4y ()95 bl Jdd g olgdabog piie (65555050 (lotiS il 3
JB onl b sl 00 0L 7€ 5 bl i e L %y 98 dll b e (21 slalyie b e
3 Al huad g o 6 )5 )b ol )3 g (5 (9 b 4 Canwl 0 031 Dl Fuds 4 48" Slas
olabadlopel 51 (iSuiy calsd o jolas (lolod] 5 955 o (B yme G ppniio (63,8 CanS alang
o5 9y0 g dmen plol b oy g A SOlBB CogSs (il o Sladles o 5 (i cdl
o Vg ged sale plie 4SO b gl dngio ¥ g,y o]yl b o ol 18 5 duwyho

1. Ervand Abrahamian, “History Used and Abused”, Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic Republic (Berkeley:
University of California, 1993), pp. 88-110.
2. nomination
3. prediction
4. Ruth Wodak and Michael Meyer, Methods of Critical Discourse Analysis (London: Sage, 2001); Martin
Reisigl, and Ruth Wodak, Methods of Critical Discourse Analysis. (London: Sage, 2009).
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