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Discoursive Changes in the Kurdish identity from the Emergence
of the Constitutional Revolution to the Rise of the Modern State
in Iran

Asaad Khani 3/ Akbar Zare Shahabadi*

Abstract

Historical narrativism and theoretical justifications have placed the nodal point of “Kurdishness” in
an idolized and transcendental conceptual position, inasmuch as the study of this phenomenon by
itself has been neglected. The present article aims to investigate the changes in the objectification
of “Kurdishness” in the period from the constitutional revolution to the rise of the modern state.
To this end, through a critique of archaicist, ethnocentric and modernist-constructivist approaches
and taking a discoursive perspective, we examine the developments of Kurdish identity to elucidate
its discoursive formations. The research method is based on Foucauldian discourse analysis and
selecting data using purposive sampling. The findings of this study indicate that the previous
epistemological order had an ethno-linguistic connotation. However, due to political developments
such as the First World War and subsequently the impending rise of a centralizing government,
identity formation mechanisms emerged and found significance in the political scene. In fact, it can
be argued that after the First World War, the ethno-linguistic and religious union as the representative
of the Kurdish identity was replaced by a social-political form.

Keywords: Objectification, Kurdishness, Kurdish identity, Epistemological order, Social-political
Form.
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Territorial Division in Connection with the Dynastic Rule in Early
Qajar Iran (1210-1264 AH)

arshid Noroozi*/ Hoshang Khosrobeigis/ Nezam Ali Dehnavi®

Abstract

In order to maintain and oversee their control over Iran, the Qajars used other measures and policies
in addition to brute force. The tradition of dynastic rule, i.e. using the members of the royal family as
provincial governors was one of these measures, which was already adopted by former dynasties
such as the Saljuqids and Safavids. The findings of this study, which was conducted by historical
method and descriptive-analytical approach, show that Agsha Mohammad Khan, the founder of
the Qajar dynasty, reestablished this tradition. Subsequently, his two immediate successors, Fath-
Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah, made some innovations to this tradition by restricting the use of
members of the royal family only to the sons and grandsons of the ruling king.

Keywords: Qajar, Princes, Bureaucrats, Territorial Division, Dynastic Rule.
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Evaluating the Relation Types of Iran and China during Safavid
Period

Jamshid Noroozi¥/Narges Khazaeit

Abstract

.The deep-rooted and protracted Sino-Iranian relations flourished in the Mongol and Timurid periods
in political, economic, cultural, and artistic aspects. But, by the early 10" century AH/ 16" century
AD, many of the requisites for maintaining the diverse Sino-lranian relations were lost due to the
political and economic situation in Iran and China, changes in the Asian political geography, the
emergence of new powers between the two lands, shifting balance of political and economic power
in the world, and increasing European influence around Iran and China. During the Safavid Period
(907-1135 AH), Sino-Iranian relations were not the focus of interest for the rulers and elites of the
two lands. Only certain types of relations were maintained partially, due to economic necessities and
the influence of the Sino-lranian common heritage. The present article aims to examine the types
and the quality of Sino-lranian relations during the Safavid period based on a descriptive-analytical
method, using scattered information and scarce historical, literary, scientific, and artistic sources.
The results indicated that these relations were mainly in economic, scientific, and artistic fields. Due
to the preservation of these types of relations and the continuation of the heritage of Sino-Iranian
long-standing and rich relations, the Iranian rulers and elites of the Safavid period, more or less, were
aware of Chinese civilizational and cultural achievements.

Keywords: Foreign Relations, Safavid Dynasty, China, Economic Relations, Artistic Relations,
Scientific Relations.
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11. Carre Barthelemy, Le courier du roi, en Orient. Relations de deux voyages en Perse et en Inde 1668-1674,
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Analytical Typology of Royal Amusements of the Seljugs of Iran
(431-590 AH/ 1040-1194 AD)
Soleyman Heidari?/ Reza Derikvandit

Abstract

Saljuqids, as the founders of one of the longest-lasting and most influential dynasties in the history
of Medieval Iran, before gaining power, were tribal warriors under the control of -mostly Turkic
descenad- governments. In this period, not only they were familiar with the entertainments common
among the Turkic tribes, but also undertook some of them appropriately. Saljuqid’s rise to power in
Iran provided a convenient opportunity for them to enjoy the privileges of power such as pleasure
and entertainment. The present article seeks to identify and analyze the royal entertainment in this
period using the historical method. The results of the research show that the Seljuk leaders and
the courtiers, relying on the three components of power, wealth, and rich Iranian-Islamic culture,
combined their traditional forms of entertainment with already extant Iranian types of entertainment.
They used recreational activities such as hunting, humor, tour, horseracing, polo, and chess to make
people happy. The extent of Saljuqid adaptation of these entertainments was influenced by factors
such as personal interests, the stability or instability of the government, the nature of the types of
entertainment, and their compatibility or contradiction with the social customs and Islamic laws.
Keywords: Saljuqs of Iran, Hunting, Chess, Archery, Polo, Entertainment.
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1. David Durand Guedy, »New Trends in The Political History of Iran Under the Great Saljugs (11th-12th
Centuries)«, History Compass, no. 13, 2015, p. 321.
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5. Willem Floor, Games Persians play (Washington: mage publishers, 2011).
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14. Andrew Peacock, The great Seljuk Empire (Edinburgh: University press, 2015), p. 4; R. W Bulliet,

»Numismatic evidence for the relationship between Tughril and Chagri Begs, in D. K koumjian (ed.), near
eastern numismatics, iconography, epigraphy and history, studies in honor of George C. Miles, (Beirut:
American university of Beirut, 1974), pp. 290-292.
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Training Historian or History Teacher: Dispatching History and
Geography Students to Europe (1928-1933 A.D.): Motivations,
Mechanisms and Achievements

Abbas Ghadimi Gheidar3/Asghar (Siavash) Shohani?

Abstract

The process of dispatching students to Europe had begun after the Russo-lranian wars with the
aim of modernization and recovery from underdevelopment continued throughout the Qajar period.
According to our evidence, about a thousand students were dispatched to Europe in this period.
One of the primary motivations for dispatching students was reconstructing and transforming the
educational system. With the ratification of the bill for dispatching students in the first decade of
the Pahlavi period, by the sixth national consultative assembly, a new wave of dispatching students
began during the years 1928-1933. According to our evidence, no history student was dispatched
to Europe during the Qajar period. It was only in the Pahlavi period that the history students were
included among the dispatching students. However, dispatching students did not result in training
historians or any improvement in historical studies. To elucidate this matter, the present article
after an overview of the process of dispatching students in general and dispatching students
in the field of history in particular, will discuss the mechanisms of dispatching history students,
dispatched students, and their achievement, based on sources and documents. Moreover,
there are some variables in order to understand the cause of the dispatched students failure in
becoming professional historians: namely the motivations and objectives of policy-making officials;
the government expectations and demands from graduates students of their future careers in the
process of modernization, the French educational system as the destination of 75% of students; and
the gap between research and education in French educational system during the time

Keywords: Dispatching Students to Europe, Disciplines of “History” and “Geography”, Teacher
Training, University of Tehran, Pahlavi Period, Modernization of Education System.
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6. Farzin Vejdani, Making History in Iran: Education, Nationalism, and Print Culture (California: Stanford
University Press, 2016), p. 60.
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2. Reza Arasteh, “The role of intellectuals in administrative development and social change in modern Iran”,

International Review of Education, Vol. 9, No. 3 (1963), p. 331.
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1. Reza Arasteh, Education and social awakening in Iran (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1962), pp. 86-87.
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6. Ecoles centrales
7. Ecole Centrale des Travaux Publics
8. Ecole Normale Supérieure
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1. Arasteh, Education and social awakening in Iran, pp. 86-87.
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Asociality to the Iranian Society of the First Century A.H.
Applying the Theories of Social Gap and Kurosh Salehi?

Abstract

Explaining the theory of social gap in the Iranian society of the Umayyad transition period, and the
subsequent emergence of asociality as a phenomenon in this society from the center of the caliphate
can be examined by functionalist analysis. After the Islamic conquest of Iran, the new Arab-Islamic
society failed to absorb Iranians. Iranians' expectations about the improvement in their general
Situation did not become materialized and their former social gaps not only did not disappear but with
the expansion of the tribal system and their status as Mawalis in the lowest stratum, they became an
underprivileged society. Using the historical method and an analytical interdisciplinary approach to
the theories of social gap and asociality in sociology, the present research aims to explain the role of
the social gap within Iranian society in the asociality of the first century A.H.. According to the findings
of the research, the existing social gaps in the Umayyad society and asociality within Iranian social
strata were caused by the Umayyad political structure. Furthermore, Umayyad discriminatory policies
and the existence of social gaps within Iranian society initiated asociality and paved the way for the
Abbasid reception in the hope of a better future.

Keywords: Social Gap, Umayyads, Asociality, Mawali, Shu’ubiyya.
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2. M. A. Fletcher, “Research ties economic inequality to gap in life expectancy”, Washington Post, Retrieved
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Reasons for the Spread of Prostitution in the Safavid Isfahan
and the Policy of Shah Abbas I for Its Regulation

Fatemeh Shahkolahi4/Reza Afhami’/Mahdi Keshavarz Afshar®

Abstract

Prostitution has always been considered a reprehensible phenomenon in Iranian society. According
to historical information, this social phenomenon grew and spread in Isfahan (the capital) during the
reign of Shah Abbas | (1038-996 AH/1578-1629 AD). This article aims to investigate the conditions
and reasons for the prevalence of prostitution in this period and its handling by Shah Abbas, with a
descriptive-analytical method based on interpretive historical sociology and archival data collection.
According to our findings, in this period, prostitution gradually lost its social impropriety. Furthermore,
three factors caused the spread of prostitution: “development of urban society and demographic-
cultural diversity in Isfahan”, “increasing wealth among courtiers”, and “forced migration of
Caucasian women to Isfahan’. Instead of imposing a legal ban on prostitution, Shah Abbas pursued
a policy of taxing prostitutes -as a perverted subculture- and spending the proceeds on fire and
fireworks. Although these actions were not consonant with the religious background of Iranian and
Islamic law, Shah Abbas was able to pursue it through his undisputed political, religious, and social
power.

Keywords: Safavid period, Shah Abbas |, Isfahan, Prostitution, Fire and fireworks..
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Studying the Performance of American Sheridan, Consultant to
the Ministry of Food of Iran (1942-1943)

Mohammad Bakhtiari?

Abstract

One of the primary consequences of Iran’s occupation by the Allies in World War Il was the shortage
and high cost of common provisions. In order to provide and distribute the common provisions at
reasonable prices, the government established an independent Ministry of Food and hired the
American Sheridan as a consultant to the Ministry of Food. The present article seeks to investigate
Sheridan’s performance in the newly established Ministry of Food and to answer the question of
measures and policies taken by Sheridan in order to provide and distribute food and to evaluate his
performance in this office. The findings of the research, based on a descriptive-analytical method and
archival data collection, show that Sheridan did not have a successful performance in the Ministry
of Food. The ministry was dissolved within a short time and its responsibilities were transferred to
the Ministry of Finance. Sheridan had to leave Iran before the end of his three years employment
contract without succeeding to solve the problem of common provisions. Of course, it should be
noted that the grave situation of 1321, caused by severe famine and drought, the continuation of the
war on most fronts, the intervention and obstruction made by the allied forces and native profiteers,
and political discords between the Qavam’s government, the court, and the 13th parliament were
effective on Sheridan’s poor performance.

Keywords: Sheridan, Ministry of Food, World War I, Occupation of Iran, Foreign consultant.
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An Analysis of Development Legislation in Iran Using Institutional
Grammar (1962-1977)

Mahdi Rafati Panah?

Abstract

The bills of the third, fourth, and fifth development plans can be considered as the ground and
basis for the most effective development projects in the Pahlavi period. These bills were, indeed,
the groundwork for strategies that the government legislated in order to move the development
projects forward. Therefore, a study of these development bills can lead to the understanding of
the nature of development plans and the government’s perspective on the development project.
Using “institutional grammar”, this article seeks to extract institutional statements and analyze the
bills in this program in order to show their nature according to different aspects of the institutional
statement such as attribute, deontic, aim, conditions, or else and main factor. The findings of the
research show that in the legislation of development plans, the government was placed in the
center of the plans as the main factor. In none of the 111 existing institutional statements, non-
governmental organizations are mentioned as attribute. Also in 108 statements, deontic has been
used. It is worth considering that in deontics, obligation has been mentioned 81 times, which shows
the mandatory nature of the development plans. In addition, the lack of any time and place condition
in the condition part indicates the generality of development plans without any regard for biological,
cultural, and social diversity. The immediate consequence of such a view is the involvement of the
state in various affairs, disregarding people’s potential forces and rejecting public participation.
Keywords: Development Plans, Institutional Grammar, Modernization, Pahlavi Regime.
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Maku Peasant Movement in the Constitutional Revolution:
Causes and Consequences

Jafar Aghazadeh?

Abstract

With the success of the constitutional revolution, the constitutionalists did extensive propaganda
among Maku peasantry in order to end the serfdom and counter the tyranny. These activities were
effective and a significant movement was formed in the Maku rural communities against the local
khans and landowners. The present article seeks to investigate causes and bases for the movement
formation and its consequences, using the press, archival documents, and historical books based
on a descriptive-analytical method. The result of this research shows that the unjust lord-serf
relations in Maku and the dominance of the Bayat khans over the lives of the peasants, along with
the widespread propaganda of the constitutionalists among the peasantry, were the main factors in
the formation of this movement. The confiscation of Khans’ properties, the establishment of rural
associations, and the expulsion of Igbal al-Saltaneh from Maku were among the most important
consequences of this movement. In addition, although the constitutionalists of Azerbaijan were
the instigators of this movement, they did not provide any support for Mako peasants afterward.
Consequently, Igbal al-Saltaneh was able to suppress the Mako peasant movement severely and
reestablish serfdom with extensive support from the conservatives.

Keywords: Maku, Constitutional Revolution, Peasant Revolt, Serfdom, Igbal al-Saltaneh Makui.
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Iranian Agricultural Policy during the Occupation of Iran in
World War Il

Michael Vahidirad?

Abstract

Despite declaring neutrality in both world wars, Iran was occupied by the allied forces and suffered
from extensive damages. Occupation of Iran in World War Il by the Allied forces in September 1941
(Shahrivar 1320 S.H.) and the abdication of Reza Shah brought Iran into the war unwillingly with
political, economic, and social consequences, which rapidly affected Iran, especially concerning
agriculture. The present study aims to evaluate the foreign control over agriculture and food supply
as a case for these consequences using a historical method based on a description of the events
and analyzing them with an archival data collection. Therefore, this article seeks to explain the
consequence of the allies’ presence in the Iranian agricultural economy and their policy in this
regard. Based on research findings, the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact, allowed the allies a direct
involvement in Iranian agricultural matters. Furthermore, the priority of supporting the Soviet through
Iran instead of helping the Iranian people disrupted the food supply, raising the prices, reducing the
supply of major agricultural products, and multiple bread riots in Iran.

Keywords: Iran, World War II, Allies, Agriculture, Bread Crisis.
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3. Iran political diaries, 1939 -1942, R. M. Burrell, Robert L. Jarman (eds.), Vol. 11 (Archive Editions, 1997),
p. 400.
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Eshraghi, F. “The Anglo Soviet Occupation of Iran”, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 20, No. 1,
Jan., 1984, pp. 27-52.

Iran political diaries, 1939-1942, R. M. Burrell, Robert L. Jarman (eds.), Vol. 11 (Archive
Editions, 1997).



